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The absence and return of rationality: An experimental study on social bots spreading rumors in university

WeChat groups

Zhaohao Jia

Faculty of Humanities and Arts, Macau University of Science and Technology, Macau

[ Abstract] This study aims to explore the impact of viewing rumors and their comments generated by social bots on
college students’ anger, fear, and sharing behaviors in WeChat, as well as the role of platform issued legal risk warnings. A
controlled experiment was conducted in Guangzhou University Town in October 2024, recruiting participants (N=160, age
18-26, 50% female) from various universities through multiple channels. The results show that viewing rumors with emotional
comments significantly increases the likelihood of users sharing them, with anger and fear serving as mediating factors in this
process. Additionally, platform issued legal risk warnings can significantly reduce the likelihood of users sharing rumors,
although this factor does not significantly moderate the relationship between rumor comments, negative emotions, and sharing
behaviors. This study advances our understanding of how social bots spread rumors in university WeChat groups and offers
suggestions for policymakers, social platforms, and individual users to address online rumors generated and disseminated by
artificial intelligence.
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BYEARME 40 N(25.0%), AR ELE 40 N (25.0%),
VR A 40 N(25.0%), Lo Fi A 40 N (25.0%) .
TX U B S0 FT N 2 5 3 P ) RN 2 ) i B D 4 IR 3
W,

FEER T (M=21.50, SD=2.445, Max=26,
Min=18) , M} 18-20 S )f 63 N (39.4%) , 21-23
LA 51 N (31.9%) , 24-26 B 1A 46 N\ (28.7%) «

TERZRIBAL E O DY 0] P 25 1~ S5 1t
K- (M=3.49, SD=1.387, Max=4.75, Min=1.50) .
R 5 AR R RN E X, SR RS A 7] T 7K
YOO 0E 5 WA R

TEFEZRNBOC B G, B a0 PO ) Py 25 1P 1) AR
K- (M=3.51, SD=1.308, Max=4.50, Min=1.75) .
AR 5 WA wAFERIE X, SIS A 7] T 7K
W 7E 5 N AR A .

FEFEZ R 5, #Ol i R S8 (M=2.43,
SD=1.362, Max=4, Min=0) . HHELREL KA
21 N (13.1%) , AR —NAA 23 A (14.4%) ,
RPN 25 N (15.6%) , HR =N

F2 MIMHAK KR

49 N (30.6%) , DEEFE KA 42 N (26.3%) .

3.3 fBi% H1 5 H2 #93iE

MSTFEA T A5 T s P8 4 ST R AR ) 358
EHTEENAFAREELMNTE P EREERS
Gittop B o G SIS R, SRR T 4
56 1] A LGB ZE B~ 350K, DT VP Aty i 6 Ak B ) 2
o Rk, AHFFESMSIEEAR T K56k B A
WHAAEE VPR ATERURES . BTSSR
FMERKE (WE2) .

SRR, TEEE T EFRFMET (F=1.244,
p=0.266>0.05) , B & PR AP KR 2K B3
ETAUETRA (p=0.003<0.01) , BN EST /N
I R 252608 2 18] (Cohen’s d=0.481) , ¥ H1 FAT.

WA, fEARE T E KM (F=2.778,
p=0.098>0.05) , B &IPS PR T R E T 2 /K 7 B3
BTAUETERA (p=0.006<0.01) , KN EAT /MK
8l 25250 N 2 18] (Cohen’s d=0.439) , 15 #% H2 BT,

ERER RS, RS TT 275 IR T (F=0.441,
p=0.508>0.05) , WHEWIRAPKMERIESHELE
BTAUETRA (p=0.027<0.05) , HNESNT /I
JSi I HR 254N 2 [3] (Cohen” s d=0.353) .

(Independent Sample t-test)
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ALEIFRH 3.23 1.359
. WEFRA 2.66 1.331

e owe S B - 2.233 158 0.027 0.353
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PRV A 2 0.056 0.371 0.711 0.445 2.373 0.019 0.629 3.258 0.002
TG 2K 0.619 10.233 <0.001
R? 0.566 0.269 0.252
F 33.256 11.333 10.383

1. Beta NAMEMLEIEREG: O tRIGGTHE: p ARBKT: RENICERE: FATEMRS =
F4 BN (Mediating Effect)

ATES A SEYIbRIE R 95% X [H] T B 95%[X [i1] - f) BN Bl
HEHMN 0.056 0.150 -0.241 0.352 12.6%
[EE3A 0.389 0.128 0.145 0.647 87.4%
58IV 0.445 0.188 0.075 0.815 100.0%
%5 ZELZMEYI (Multiple Linear Regression)
VEE HRAE VEE H R AR LEKTF
Beta t p Beta t p Beta t P
PE VL A2 0.093 0.622 0.535 0.445 2.373 0.019 0.540 2.958 0.004
RS 4K 0.652 10.160 <0.001
R2 0.564 0.269 0.248
F 32.919 11.333 10.151
VE: Beta NARMELIEIEHREG ¢ b eSS E; p NEEKPE; RONkERE: FATERRSGITE
F6 BN (Mediating Effect)
RATES A SEYIbRIE R 95% X [H] T B 95%[X 1] - f) BN Ll
BN 0.093 0.150 -0.202 0.388 20.9%
k3 0.352 0.120 0.127 0.594 79.1%
SRS 0.445 0.188 0.075 0.815 100.0%
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3.6 fBi% H7 #9354k

MATREAR IR LR (WK 7D, TR £
FREAE T (F=1.347, p=0.248>0.05) , &K
R b m A S R B E R E R T AR
(p=0.032<0.05) , RIS T-7INEN I A 55 250N 2 [1A]
(Cohen’s d=0.296) , f# H7 {7,

3.7 1R3% H8 5 H9 #9554

Process Ffiff Model 1 3& T $UAT 185 51815 47,
EO R A 5 U AR B A B R
RS BAFAE, BeWEH B i T — A B AR X
AR )R 15 2 B T T R R AR BT A A
BRI, ASHFFER A Model 1 SRAS I 75157241 28 Al AL 1R
BRI RIE S MERMER L, RETFEH
PR R R B AETER (LR .

BRI R B BB YRR
PEAVE PR AT H] . Model 1 B A& RFE 5000 X
(R 1 R R B a5 R, 2 XURS 4 R AR Bk N [
B S, RSN 5 U 48 10 28 BTG i 52 3 T
PRI 5 7 R BE (p=0.324>0.05, R>=0.569) ,
Bootstrap 95% CI = FFRIX B AL 0, Ud BH R 5 28
AR, RS HS AL,

B4, K AR A S RS L 2 TR B AR 4
PER B AE A AR S AT 4 1] Model 1 EEKFE 5000
DR RS BRI B0 45 SRR B, 2 KU 7 A itk A [l
VAR S, RS 5 AR 26 1 28 B IV 6 35 T
MR AV = e KB E (p=0.727>0.05, R>=0.564) ,
Bootstrap 95% CI = NFRIX B ALE 0, d BH R 5 28
ANERE, RS HO AL,

R7T MIIFEAK t#38 (Independent Sample t-test)

A 2H M SD t df P Cohen’s d
o (AN 2.65 1.296
EERRYNE B 2.164 158 0.032 0.296
AE RS A 223 1.405
E: MONFEARIIME; SD NFRHEZ; t N tRIRGHE; A NEBEE; p NEFE/KTF; Cohen” sd AN &
#8 TR (Moderating Effect)
EEERNE
i i R2 F
Beta t P 95%I[X. ] T R 95% X [f]_F R
PR 25 RS HR R 0.104 0.989 0.324 -0.104 0.312 0.569 28.641
RURE g X s 0.039 0.351 0.727 -0.183 0.262 0.564 28.072

E: Beta JYARAELL [ R 5L

4 HER51TR

41 AAIMBEALRGFEZT TR RFLARER
VPR A

ASHIF TR I, AL B X 2% V8 5 R FEAIE b, AR AT HL AR
NEERVE F WA ARG PRG & R 2 A s H
JUE A R P TSN RMBAE 25 . —T7 I, R S A I
AR R SEIE S, ORGSR A2k
BN, b 6 H P B ER S BORR . Il anfEA
WEFEh, KT ARG A £ 24y JUIRIE B A R
s B2 FBORE AR E AL ERHEN. TIH
I, B 5 O R N A DL RO SRS R S TR, Tl
e AN P USRS 4, S ANATTAS W
BT AF BN, 272215 BN AR By 2080, 55— T
AL NET XS 78 5 WERFE T /B KRR
i, FEGE HERIE At P QR AR TP AR 28 53 T B [l o =
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P 251200,
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e AR Y SR e RO L VAR Sl L g
B NEREAT 7 EANEL R o PR RPN, AATTHE
AR PRE I 58 4 FE HL A AR, MRS AT N
N R SV = 5 i S N S i RIS 9 B S (N2
S N AT DR 5 i B AP AR B, CE R AR AL
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BV T ROMEE, 55— 7 TR H s 5 32 2 R 3 Tk
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1T A8 #eh

WYLV 5 e RN AR K RT B A 30K 2
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A SRS A 5 ASE—SHEE, 120
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	随着人工智能技术的发展，社交机器人（Social bots）在互联网信息传播中扮演着愈发重要的角色，他们逐渐变得智能且高效，能够通过模仿人类用户的行为在社交网络平台上迅速扩散信息。与具备物理形态、设计用于和人类进行互动的社交机器人（Social robots）不同，本文探讨的社交机器人是指一类算法驱动的程序，用于模拟人类行为在社交媒体上自动发布内容、参与用户互动和传播信息。研究表明在有意操纵下，社交机器人可通过混淆真假信息、使用标签策略和渲染虚假态势等手段，在认知传播各环节中发挥关键作用，从而推动...
	随着人工智能技术的发展，社交机器人（Social bots）在互联网信息传播中扮演着愈发重要的角色，他们逐渐变得智能且高效，能够通过模仿人类用户的行为在社交网络平台上迅速扩散信息。与具备物理形态、设计用于和人类进行互动的社交机器人（Social robots）不同，本文探讨的社交机器人是指一类算法驱动的程序，用于模拟人类行为在社交媒体上自动发布内容、参与用户互动和传播信息。研究表明在有意操纵下，社交机器人可通过混淆真假信息、使用标签策略和渲染虚假态势等手段，在认知传播各环节中发挥关键作用，从而推动...
	在国际层面，伪科学和虚假信息的传播已成为大国间博弈的一种手段，对意识形态安全和社会稳定构成了潜在威胁[3]。
	1 文献综述与假设提出
	1.1 “知-信-行”行为理论
	1.2 网络谣言对用户情绪的影响
	1.3 社交媒体评论对用户情绪的影响
	1.4 谣言引起的负面情绪对用户转发行为的影响
	1.5 谣言后果联想对用户转发行为的影响

	2 研究设计
	2.1 研究框架
	2.2 抽样程序与实验准备
	2.3 预实验
	2.4 正式实验

	3 数据分析与假设检验
	3.1 数据信度
	3.2 描述性统计
	3.3 假设H1与H2的验证
	3.4 假设H3与H4的验证
	3.5 假设H5与H6的验证
	3.6 假设H7的验证
	3.7 假设H8与H9的验证

	4 结果与讨论
	4.1 社交机器人生成的谣言评论对大学生微信用户的影响
	4.1 社交机器人生成的谣言评论对大学生微信用户的影响
	4.2 愤怒和恐惧情绪对大学生微信用户谣言转发行为的影响
	4.2 愤怒和恐惧情绪对大学生微信用户谣言转发行为的影响
	4.3 社交平台法律风险提示对大学生用户谣言转发行为的影响
	4.3 社交平台法律风险提示对大学生用户谣言转发行为的影响

	5 研究建议
	6 研究局限性

