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Reconstruction of Confucian ethical order in Roger T. Ames’ translation of The Analects: An appraisal

theory perspective

Xueging Wang", Qingling Shi
School of Foreign Languages, Dezhou University, Dezhou, Shandong

[ Abstract] Guided by his translation principle that Chinese philosophy should speak in its own terms, Roger T.
Ames systematically reconstructs the Confucian ethical order through his English translation of The Analects. From the
perspective of Appraisal Theory, this study focuses on the two dimensions: Attitude and Graduation. By comparing with
James Legge’ s translation, it analyzes the reconstruction of three core concepts — ren, /i and xiao— in Ames’s translation.
The study finds that Ames reconstructs ren from individual virtue to relational conduct, /i from static rules to dynamic
practice, and xiao from unilateral obedience to intergenerational reciprocity, thereby presenting a Confucian ethical order
centered on role interaction and relational processes in the translated text. This paper provides an alternative approach for
research on ethical order reconstruction in the translation of Chinese classics.
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¥ : Yen Yuan asked about perfect virtue. The
Master said, “To subdue one’s self and return to propriety,
is perfect virtue.” 1!

%% : Yan Hui inquired about authoritative conduct.
The Master replied, “Through self-discipline and

observing ritual propriety (i fL ) one becomes

authoritative in one’s conduct.” [12]

ZORER AT WER, ERARIER “127 A E
IR, 1, BEHERRE “127 BN “perfect virtue”
GGERMFELE) , MR HLERN “authoritative
conduct” (BUBMERIAT A o FEVFNT RGHAELE N, B
PR “perfect virtue” J& T A BE4ERE I HIB 5UR (42>
BEAEES D o B AT B AR N AE S R
HFSEEEMNE, P RE “A2BE&RDEE
7, 22 “authoritative conduct” J&— /N )
AU AT NG, TP RN N
e, ¥ 7 ARG EIE S N B BT Y. X —
NBREER R, 8 5 2 R A7 I E %R
fldg s, W7 27 N 5 7 M, HAR SRR
TR NS AN Z KRR, fib R Eh
PR, 40 A7 IR N AE S BT, EROAER
A2 A B S K R REBRITRIATRE.
(2) TH: “MEZFBEIFA, BEBA.
e B O

PP The Master said, “Itis only the (truly) virtuous
» [11]

i

man, who can love, or who can hate, others.
27 P: The Master said, “The authoritative person

(ren 1~ )alone has the wherewithal to properly

discriminate the good person from the bad.” %]

B 7R AZT RESERE, R RN SGE S
A R ARACBRAIG B VAT 9 o VTN BEUR A
KEH] 2, FREEK 1737 FLE N “who can love, or who
canhate” , FH “love” 5 “hate” /& “42#%” W{E
(0 E WG a8 T A RE AL I IR B UR . AHELZ T,
‘%P “to properly discriminate the good person from the
bad” W J& T S B g B W S5 UK. E e, BhiaE A

“discriminate the good person from the bad” FH] “1=
AR EAR R RS A PR AR PEAIRE s LR,
@l “properly” [FIFEJE T HIWI TR, wiF—2ai 1
E—PPHAT AR IE S 5 2, IRE AR R
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U I EOIRES TR T HAT e AR 2
A FACBEREAE B I, AR “3F %7 AR A
@, T RAEARTE I &R P A 24 X o X — ABrinlic
A, IR RN N BRI PG
7oA N (discrete human beings) ” 5{FZHK “%
Z M % M B N C relationally-constituted human
becomings) 7 P X o FRM, R KTEKR, IS
AT — IR AMA, RS P PR
s “IFENT 5 BN TR R 5 K R Rk
e B PPA R AR, A B RO 127 .

3.2 Al: AFFEAN 2|5 & EAT

(3) FE: “.... HEZ LM, F2 AL, AHkH

Mo 7 C iRl « RED D

F%: The Master said, “...If they be led by virtue,
and uniformity sought to be given them by the rules of
propriety, they will have the sense of shame, and moreover
will become good.” [
The Master said, “...Lead them with

72

G
excellence (de f#) and keep them orderly through
observing ritual propriety (/i %L), and they will develop a

sense of shame, and moreover, will order themselves.” %]

WA " RAR KA TRR T RS N AZ, IS A“4L”
RYE RIX — R ARG 45 3 o, BEHE SR 4L
PN “the rules of propriety” , i % 5 ¥ W & ) N

“observing ritual propriety” . ST RS AR
A, BB “rules” JBTASEELE LR A TR (#E
AR, ek AL FE RN FRAMER. JEARSAL
sl B, WS EAE R LSBT R E B
2778 . M2 ik F (18 44 171 observing 7, AN B 4L
F 58 Ry b R IR S5, AE VAT 4EFE 854k 11X Fhi
R, REFHESE, X— ANbRECZ RS, Ik
BE S B ER T, RN T2 R AL %%
B IRTTIEH, “4L” B A “treading a
path” 3, HiZ02 5 “f” EER “ S8 47125 1k

(conduct/behavior) 7, ‘BIARANAS A TIEAEEEL,
WA AAE “IEAEAE A (0 50 R 7 dril it KRR AL
WA XS, IEREE T X — W e, BEE AN
BRIZ TS 7 B I B2 ALY, B A A sh s i BRI,
NI AL 7 NAIMEE RN B AL DRy 5% 28 SE e P B B AS B AT o

(4 HTE: “ALzH, st 7 CGRiE «%
MmO
PEPE: The philosopher Yu said, “In practicing the

rules of propriety, a natural ease is to be prized.” [l

22 : Master You said, “Achieving harmony (ke F)
is the most valuable function of observing ritual propriety
(i #L).” b2

LORERS AL W EAUAIAE AT 7L, B
SEAR 2 LD RE R E . 1] 4, BRFRE S “ AN
51”7 PEN “a natural ease is to be prized” , 1% S M
¥ # Jy “Achieving harmony is the most valuable
function” o MV RAMISELEEKE, HBEW

“natural ease” J& T4 H IR A RN, BH ALY
T RE v RUHE MR BRAT RN S5 1 B 223 5 T 22 25
P “harmony” JUJJ& -4 5 SR T UM RS, K AL
FI DI RE I E At 2 E T NACRIE  JLIRAE R ZE4E T L,
‘ZPEH) “the most valuable function” J& T 3Rfb ¥R, K

R HIMEEE R R, BT AL KRR TIRE.
M2, FEER) “is to be prized” B I[FFEEL &M E R
€, (EIFARMEESEATB, PR 255 T %
IR I — NBRVFU RIS 4, 15 J5 & 2 AR 4L ”
2 e . AR <AL € SO “AEFRATTI ARt
RRHIERAIA” 131, R, 286k “AL” SBii “fi”,
FHARIRSLAMA R P o1 A0, 111 2 25 S840 20 A € T3l i
R 2% 2 150

33 #: ANERRAIRIFER

(5) TR ZE. TH: “S 28, RIERET R
AN T2 7 C CRE « AED D

FE ¥ : ... The Master said, “The filial piety of
nowadays means the support of one’s parents. ...without
reverence, what is there to distinguish the one support
given from the other?” (1]

%1% : Ziyou asked about filial conduct (xiao %)
reverence. The Master replied: “Those today who are
filial are considered so because they are able to provide
for their parents. ...If you do not respect your parents, what
is the difference?” 12

“ETENG AT T AR, AT TIRZIH)
FHEEAL o 9] 5 oy, BURER R 2271y “filial piety” ,
T 22 SR AR BERR A HR IR R 1R SO “filial conduct”
(R FF AN A2 , J5 KA 2 7R AE “ family reverence”
ASCRICAE A 70 M 2 o N FIWT SRR, — 3 [F) @ AL
SYFA] R IE 24t (Propriety) , {H 6 R ASNIA -

“filial” BRIE 77 L0 B KR FR,  “piety” 7l
BRBLSS R, K F 7 b BAT HITEAE 55

“family” WU FEAR R A 35 388 R BB FKEE R R
W%, “reverence” K HHE N THUE MAHALS L,
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PR RGN 2R (IRAE) SRR SAC FLRR P S AY

TMEE SR « X — O R 5 0 %, IRZIRME T %
RPN 7 TSR IRTRH, “F7
FH “Z” (elders) 5 “F” (son/daughter) #JhL,
HF ARG “7 5 MBI ILE ¢ R

(collaterality) 31, ik Ny, “Z” FFIE—FhifaHE
TEFRZE, T2 A TR M 6.5 20 R B PR R . &
i 170 (1) 5 N — AR AL 26 21 R — AR S 5 SO e 2t
T, SR RAHIE S ANEE AES T3 2 B AT 73 E)
P o DRI, 22 5 B 0 T A SR BOE B2 T O B I 5%
R KM B R L Sr 2 AR, M A e —
REFEEMBERE KR

6)...... TE: ‘B, ... 7 CCIRIE < NED)D
Hi¥: ... The Master said, “The difficulty is with

the countenance....” [

%2 ¥:... The Master replied: “It all lies in showing

the proper countenance....” 12!

KB KRR M BMEAT T Nrh 53] 7
— A . I BRI R IR BLE R E B 6, PR
PR “difficulty” J& T HIWr BTIR (L ZIH/BEIVEHD
W 227 HE N —DUAE LSE U B VDB AT 55, WS
HEM S ER. MZEER “it all lies in...” WFEHZE

o SR X H O L) SO R IE AR
B SRR “227 P e lidgl, “F7 21
GEEARZAK: (lived experience) ” BIrf, JHITARAR
FEAE B BB R 4E RIFFELS R, &R — IR IR
SR e . R SR B IRSOKE “ F7 INTEE
FWEAT, FEAOALE HHAE AL RS 3 1 A U
H5HZ) XS T E &l HE — H g e, 4
FR A R (1 IR R A

4 45iE

AT LB & AN SR, KIE VPN R R,
XPIRY (RiE) EAd A5 AL, F7 = MEXHE
O B S B R R AT - R, 2SR IR
HARPALRE S A S, MR HRXR/mNEE LY
Xy, i@k — RPN SRR, SER T AR K AR
FRF (0 PR AL o PR35 40 70 18 7 A 0T 6 S0 M 32 LI )
FEHESL, U4 240 B AR P 7E 5 5T 205 R 8 R A SE
B, DAL VA A et 076 S AR [ A 1R 13 o MOVPARY
RAMBERE, L REFARFERH TEERES
BRI BT 5 U M B BRI, ORI R ZE AR R R R TR
TR RGUPEHTE R T R FACERRR P R EAL o A 32 2
REPECEXIFM B 1, MARR DS G EAT
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