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Three dimensions of the poetic spirit of Shenzhen since the reform and opening-up

Muzhen Zhao

Shenzhen Polytechnic University, Shenzhen, Guangdong

[ Abstract] As the iconic city of China’s reform and opening-up, Shenzhen has not only generated an economic
miracle over the past four decades but also fostered a unique poetic landscape. By examining a large body of poetic works
produced in Shenzhen since the reform and opening-up and contextualizing them against the city’s social and cultural
transformations over the past four decades, this study identifies three core dimensions of Shenzhen’s poetic spirit. The first
is pioneering experimentation and intellectual origin, manifested in the innovation of poetic concepts and the exploration
of linguistic forms. The second concerns the experience of alienation and writing of suffering, centering on migrant identity,
the survival of migrant workers, and spiritual wandering. The third lies in everyday experience and local reconstruction,
embodied in the gaze upon urban daily life, the construction of local poetics, and the reclamation of local historical memory.
These three dimensions do not follow a linear progression. Instead, they carry different emphases and interpenetrate one
another across historical stages, jointly shaping the spiritual temperament of Shenzhen poetry. This poetic temperament is
marked by contemporary tension and profound individual depth, offering unique literary experiences for urban writing in
contemporary Chinese poetry.
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