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The evolution of environmental governance institutions in Ethiopia: A historical institutionalism perspective
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[ Abstract] Ethiopia has long been confronted with ecological challenges such as drought and land degradation, yet
environmental governance remained outside the core of state governance for much of the country’s history. With the
establishment of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia in 1995, environmental governance gradually became part
of the national political agenda. Drawing on historical institutionalism, this article examines the formation and evolution
of Ethiopia’s environmental governance institutions in their historical context. The study finds that the emergence of these
institutions was not simply a passive response to environmental pressures, but rather reflected the combined effects of
historical legacies, political transformation, and the restructuring of state capacity. Although the principle of ecological
balance established in the 1987 Constitution was not effectively implemented, it was subsequently reactivated as a
normative legacy following the change of political regime. The land conservation practices developed by local political
organizations in Tigray through local governance were extended nationwide following the political transition in 1991 and
the establishment of the federal system in 1995. At the same time, socioeconomic development and enhanced state capacity
provided essential conditions for institutional implementation. Building on this institutional trajectory, Ethiopia
subsequently adopted the Environmental Policy of Ethiopia in 1997, the Climate-Resilient Green Economy Strategy in
2011, and an updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) in 2021, gradually developing an institutional framework
encompassing environmental protection, climate resilience, and green development.
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