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The Respond of Tzu-Chen Chao to the Cai Yuanpei's Claim of “Substituting Aesthetic Education for

Religion"

Zhimei Wu
Wuhan University, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] In the early 20th century, Cai Yuanpei, the leader of the New Culture Movement, hoped to enlighten the
people by advocating "replacing religion with aesthetic education". However, Zhao Zichen, a contemporary Christian
intellectual, firmly opposed the advocacy of "replacing religion with aesthetic education" in his article "The Status of the Bible
in Modern Culture". His purpose was to prove the convergence of Christianity and Chinese culture. Combined with Zhao
Zichen's other works, we can extract Zhao Zichen's thoughts on the relationship between religion and art, and find the liberal
theological ideas and traditional Chinese art elements contained in it. Examining Zhao Zichen's views on the relationship
between religion and art will help to interpret Zhao Zichen's ideas on the sinicization of Christianity more comprehensively.

[ Keywords] Cai Yuanpei; "Replacing religion with aesthetic education"; Zhao Zichen; Christianity; Religion and

art
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