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A study on narrative perspective and narrative strategies in modern novels
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Lanzhou University, Lanzhou, Gansu

[ Abstract] Narrative perspective and narrative strategies are important topics in the study of modern novel
forms, and also crucial mechanisms connecting textual structure and reader experience. This paper systematically
reviews recent domestic and international research on narrative perspective, free indirect discourse, unreliable
narration, second-person narration, and cognitive narrative, unfolding the discussion along the logic of "theoretical
foundation—strategic expansion—cognitive and ethical turn." At the theoretical level, Genette's distinction between
narrative voice and focus has propelled narrative perspective research beyond simple person classification, shifting
towards the analysis of narrative information sources and perceptual locations. At the strategic research level, forms
such as free indirect discourse, unreliable narration, and second-person narration have received sustained attention,
with the research scope gradually expanding from traditional novel stylistic analysis to cognitive linguistics, cross-
media narrative, and translation studies. At the cognitive and ethical level, eye-tracking experiments, perspective-
taking studies, and narrative ethics research further examine the relationship between narrative form and reader
processing and ethical judgment. Existing research indicates that narrative perspective studies are gradually shifting
from static formal classifications to a comprehensive examination of narrative processes, cognitive mechanisms, and
ethical significance. However, there is still a lack of full integration among different theoretical approaches, and
empirical research conclusions have not yet reached a consensus. Future research needs to strengthen dialogue
between cognitive science, linguistics, cross-media studies, and traditional narratology, and further focus on narrative
perspective issues within non-Western literary traditions.

[ Keywords] Narrative perspective; Focus theory; Free indirect discourse; Unreliable narrative; Cognitive
narratology
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