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The unity of intellect and love in Bonaventure’s epistemology and its Christological foundations

Junhua Shi

School of Marxism, Shaanxi University of Science and Technology, Xi’an, Shaanxi

[ Abstract] The intellect’s knowledge of truth and love’s orientation toward the highest good constitute two
interrelated aspects of the soul’s return to God in Bonaventure’s thought, united through Christ’s mediation. As the exemplar
of created beings and the ground of truth, the eternal Word provides the foundation for intellectual knowledge. The incarnate
Word renews the soul through grace, directing both knowledge and love toward union with God. Within this common end,
the relationship between intellect and love takes three distinct forms: understanding and love are interrelated in
contemplation; intellectual activity ceases in mystical ecstasy in this life; and face-to-face knowledge includes love in the
eschatological beatific vision. The unity of intellect and love thus consists in their ordered relationship within the soul’s
return to God, taking different forms according to the mode of knowing. Christology thereby connects the knowledge of
truth, the orientation of love, and the renewal of the soul, revealing an intrinsic relationship between knowing and the
perfection of human existence.
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