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A study on the asymmetric relationship between value guidance and Japanese language acquisition

Dongmei Shen
Guangzhou City University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong

[ Abstract] With the gradual implementation of curriculum ideology and politics in foreign language teaching at the
higher education level, the question of what kind of relationship actually exists between value guidance and language
acquisition has become unavoidable. Most existing discussions have proceeded from a prescriptive perspective, while
empirical examinations of their actual interaction patterns remain scarce. This paper adopts “asymmetric relationship” as
its analytical concept, defining the misalignment and tension between value guidance and Japanese language acquisition
along three dimensions—temporal, effectual, and subjective. Drawing on sociocultural theory, the L2 Motivational Self
System, and language ideology theory, it constructs a three-tiered explanatory framework encompassing cognition,
motivation, and culture. Methodologically, the study employs a mixed-methods design, primarily using questionnaires and
language proficiency tests, supplemented by semi-structured interviews, to examine the patterns of association and
mediating pathways between perceptions of value guidance and Japanese proficiency development. Preliminary findings
indicate that the relationship is not one of simple facilitation; rather, it more likely exhibits a temporal pattern of “short-term
interference and long-term gains,” along with a clear divergence between receptive and productive skills. By introducing
the perspective of “asymmetry,” this study moves the research on curriculum ideology and politics beyond the question of
“whether to implement” toward an inquiry into “what effects it actually produces.”

[ Keywords] Value guidance; Japanese language acquisition; Asymmetric relationship
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