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From “Being Guided” to “Acting Proactively”——The construction of agency in the sinicization of religion

Peng Su
School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] Systematically advancing the sinicization of religion is an essential component of Chinese modernization.
In response to the strategic call for “stimulating proactive engagement and self-transformation within religious
communities,” existing research has largely focused on external perspectives concerning “how to guide,” while paying
insufficient attention to the internal agency of religious groups. This paper re-examines the internal driving mechanisms of
religious sinicization from the perspective of agency construction, arguing that religious sinicization is not merely an
externally guided process by the state, but also an active practice through which religious communities achieve self-
awakening, self-renewal, and self-realization. By transforming the philosophical concept of agency into an operational
definition within the context of religious sinicization, this study systematically elaborates on the theoretical connotations,
historical logic of emergence, multidimensional pathways of contemporary construction, and practical challenges
associated with such agency. It aims to establish a theoretical framework for analyzing the endogenous dynamics of
religious sinicization, offering reference for deepening scholarly research and policy implementation in this field.
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