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On astronomical phenomena in Han Fu

Yibin Zhang

Institute of Chinese Classical Studies, Nanchang University, Nanchang, Jiangxi

[ Abstract ] Han Fu uses a considerable number of astronomical phenomena, involving more than thirty
constellations and appearing over one hundred times. These phenomena can be broadly categorized into two types based
on their connotations: astronomical phenomena and astrological phenomena. The former reflects the objective laws
governing celestial movements, primarily used to indicate time and seasons, fulfilling the stylistic function of detailed
description; the latter correlates celestial phenomena with social and human affairs, using the metaphorical meaning of
celestial phenomena to symbolize imperial palace architecture, describe the emperor’s travels and majesty, and praise the
emperor’s divine mandate, fulfilling the stylistic function of “proclaiming superior virtue to fulfill loyalty and filial piety.”
Astrological phenomena are significantly more prevalent in Han Fu, which is closely related to the prevalence of the
concept of the interaction between heaven and man in the Han Dynasty, the development of astrology, and the prevailing
trend of using celestial phenomena to proclaim divine mandate and imperial power or divine warnings.

[ Keywords] Han Fu; Astronomy; Astrology; Detailed description; Praise
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