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Ecological discourse analysis in educational discourse from the transitivity perspective—Take the Seventh Grade

textbook of People's Education Press as an example

Shiya Ye

Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, Zhejiang

[ Abstract] In the context of ecological civilization becoming a national strategy in China, English textbooks play
a crucial role in fostering students’ ecological awareness. This study adopts the transitivity system from Systemic
Functional Linguistics to examine the 2024 People’s Education Press (PEP) Grade 7 English textbook. Through a detailed
ecological discourse analysis, the research finds that material, relational, and mental processes dominate the textbook’s
content. These processes reflect three types of ecological discourse: beneficial, neutral, and destructive. The textbook
primarily cultivates ecological awareness by depicting concrete actions, relationships between things, and characters’
emotions. Based on these findings, the study offers five teaching suggestions, including highlighting the value of beneficial
discourse and reshaping the perspective of neutral discourse. These recommendations aim to support ecological education
in English language teaching and enhance students’ ecological consciousness.
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