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Engaging with reality and breaking through predicaments: The intellectual stance in Cao Zhenglu’s

subaltern narratives

Haijing Huang
Shenzhen Polytechnic University, Shenzhen, Guangdong

[ Abstract] Cao Zhenglu is one of the representative writer of contemporary Chinese subaltern literature. With the
self-conscious awareness of an intellectual, he engages with reality, restores the critical function of literature, and embodies
a New Leftist spirit imbued with historical concern. Focusing on his novellas There, Neon Lights, and Questioning the Vast
Land, this paper explores how his subaltern narratives demonstrate the commitment and responsibility of intellectuals. Cao
Zhenglu not only perceives the spiritual predicaments and the subalternized reality of intellectuals, but also attends to the
ideological enlightenment of the subaltern masses. Unlike those subaltern narratives that merely accentuate suffering, he
employs a discourse that critically engages with reality and breaks through obscurations to reveal the identity predicaments,
existential predicaments, and spiritual predicaments of subaltern individuals, seeking the possibility of literary healing in
the process of breaking through these predicaments.
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