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The dialectical tension between “Stargazing Discourse” and “Everyday Narrative” in The Vastness of Stars

——On the structural irony of the dual healing discourse in Wu Yiwei’s children’s novels

Jiayi Li
Shenzhen Polytechnic University, Shenzhen, Guangdong

[ Abstract] Wu Yiwei’s children’s novel The Vastness of Stars centers on the psychological recovery of Shen Yuyao,
a twelve-year-old girl, after the sudden death of her mother, a grassroots surveyor who once gave her a telescope and taught
her to look beyond life’s trivialities by gazing at the stars. Through close reading, this paper identifies a structural irony
that has not been fully addressed in existing criticism: while the novel’s surface narrative advocates transcending the
mundane through stargazing, the healing mechanism that actually operates within the text is precisely those everyday
trivialities that the “stargazing philosophy” urges the protagonist to rise above. Drawing on Judith Herman’s trauma
recovery theory, Xiang Biao’s concept of “the nearby,” and Winnicott’s theory of transitional objects, the paper advances
its argument in three stages. First, it demonstrates how the “stargazing discourse” temporarily fails after the mother’s death,
as the stellar imagery transforms from a source of comfort into a trauma trigger. Second, it argues that everyday incidents,
pull the protagonist back into the present through their sheer unglamorous urgency, functioning as what trauma psychology
terms “grounding” and rebuilding what Xiang Biao calls “the nearby.” Third, it shows that by the novel’s conclusion, the
stargazing imagery regains its efficacy, but its meaning has been fundamentally rewritten by the weight of lived experience,
the stars no longer negate the mundane but contain it. This dialectical movement, from a negating sublime to an
encompassing sublime, constitutes the novel’s distinctive aesthetic contribution to contemporary Chinese realist children’s
literature on trauma, offering a narrative paradigm that resists both premature closure and facile transcendence.

[ Keywords] Wu Yiwei; Trauma narrative; Children’s literature; Structural irony; Shenzhen literature
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