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Reconstructing through narration: Narrative and identity reconstruction in By the Sea

Mengru Xue
Qingdao University of Science and Technology, Qingdao, Shandong

[ Abstract] Abdulrazak Gurnah’s By the Sea traces protagonist Saleh’s identity disintegration under pressures
of personal trauma, Zanzibar’s national history, and his host country Britain. Reconstruction is achieved through
dialogical narrative with the Other. Narrative not only serves a therapeutic function for trauma but also constitutes a
space capable of “producing” a new self. A hybrid identity emerges in the English seaside town as a “third space”.
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