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An exploratory study of MTI students’ language service capability beliefs and practices in foreign aid

training programs: a university-government cooperation perspective

Jiaqi Zhu, Qiujun Su”
School of Foreign Languages (International College), Southwest Forestry University, Kunming, Yunnan

[ Abstract] China’s expanding international cooperation has created demand for language services in foreign aid
training programs, where translation is often closely connected with communication, coordination, and other project-related
activities. MTI students involved in these programs often take on language-related work that goes beyond conventional
translation. However, how such experiences shape their understanding of language service capability has received limited
attention. This study examines the beliefs and practices of three MTI students at a forestry university in Yunnan Province
who participated in agricultural and forestry-related foreign aid training projects. The data came from questionnaires,
interviews, reflective journals, project documents, and autoethnographic accounts, and were analyzed using thematic and
content analysis. The findings show that the students’ views of language service capability changed as they became more
involved in project work. At first, they tended to see language service mainly as completing assigned translation tasks. With
continued participation, they began to attach greater importance to responsibility, communication, and the needs of those
they served. Their work also came to involve cross-cultural communication, project coordination, and other tasks alongside
translation. These changes were shaped by the demands of particular projects and tasks, as well as by the students’ reflection
on what they encountered in practice. The study thus provides a closer look at how language service beliefs and practices
develop in foreign aid training settings and points to the role of university—government cooperation in giving MTI students
opportunities to connect professional learning with practical language service work.

[ Keywords] University-government cooperation; Foreign aid training programs; MTI students; Language service

capability; Beliefs and practices
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