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The internal artistic transformation of Hongren’s “Non-Abiding Mind” from the perspective of the “Monk-

Painter” identity
Li Lin
Wuhan Art Museum, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] As a pivotal figure in the transformation of Chinese literati art, Hongren’s core identity was that of a
“monk-painter.” His transition from a “Confucian scholar” to a “monk-painter” represents a sublimation from the “ego-
attachment to family and nation” to the “realm of selflessness,” ultimately achieving an internal artistic transformation of
“non-abiding mind.” From the perspective of the “monk-painter” identity, this paper traces his life trajectory and artistic
evolution, explores the fundamental influence of Chan (Zen) thought on his creation, and elucidates the intrinsic causes of
the unique artistic conception in his works.

[ Keywords] Monk-painter; Hongren; Xin’an school; Chan (Zen) Buddhism; Non-abiding mind; Chan-inspired

landscape painting; Internal artistic transformation
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