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From cultural retention to contextual transformation: a dual-path study on college students’ digital

communication of intangible cultural heritage——A case study of the Liannan Yao ethnic group

Xiaoxiao Yu", Chang Luo, Yi Hu, Zhaogui He

Guangzhou City University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong

[ Abstract] Current research on the digital communication of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) often focuses on
macro-level outcomes, paying limited attention to the distinct practice teams in Liannan Yao Autonomous County,
Guangdong ,as case studies this essay employs a dual-case comparison, participant observation, and in-depth interviews to
identify two complementary paths: “Cultural retention” and “Contextual transformation”. The former prioritizes cultural
authenticity, emphasizing in-dept documentation and digital archiving, while the latter is platform-oriented, expanding
reach through contextual embedding. The findings reveal limitations in communication reach and cultural depth,
respectively, while their integration enables a mechanism of “depth as safeguard and breadth as empowerment.” Above all,
a four-party collaboration mechanism involving universities, local authorities, inheritors, and digital platforms is proposed.

[ Keywords ] Digital communication of ICH; College students’ practice; Cultural reproduction; Dual-path

mechanism; Liannan Yao
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