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A comparative study on vocabulary in TCM-oriented Chinese textbooks: Taking Comprehensive Course of TCM

Chinese and Practical TCM Chinese : Intensive Reading (Basic Level) as examples

Qin Li
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Xi’an Polytechnic University, Xi’an, Shaanxi

[ Abstract] Taking two representative comprehensive TCM Chinese textbooks, namely Comprehensive Course of
TCM Chinese and Practical TCM Chinese: Intensive Reading (Basic Level), as the research objects. Based on the theory
of Chinese for Specific Purposes (CSP), this study constructs a three-dimensional progressive analytical framework
covering macro, meso and micro levels. Adopting corpus-based methods as well as a combination of quantitative and
qualitative research approaches, it conducts a systematic comparison of the vocabulary systems of the two textbooks from
the perspectives of vocabulary scale and part-of-speech distribution, classification system and syllabus adaptation, as well
as semantic representation and teaching presentation. This research aims to clarify the general rules and individual
differences in vocabulary compilation of the two textbooks, and provide references for the revision, optimization and
vocabulary teaching of TCM Chinese textbooks.
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