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Sue's tragedy in Jude the Obscure from a spatial theory perspective: spatial confinement and female destiny

Huiyun Yan

School of Literature, Xi’an Technological University, Xi'an, Shaanxi

[ Abstract] This paper aims to systematically analyze the tragic fate of Sue Bridehead in Thomas Hardy’ s Jude the
Obscure by applying Henri Lefebvre’ s spatial triad theory, integrating Michel Foucault’ s disciplinary power, Doreen Massey’
s gendered space theory, and Gaston Bachelard” s poetics of space.Combining a dynamic perspective of spatial mobility, the
study examines three dimensions: the constraints of physical space constitute the discipline of Sue’ s body; the power structure
of social space intensifies the suppression of her subjectivity; and the conflict and disillusionment in psychological space
ultimately lead to her mental collapse. Through a spatial critique, this paper reveals that Sue” s tragedy is not merely a
manifestation of individual fate but also an inevitable outcome of the patriarchal mechanism of spatial production. The study
provides a new critical perspective for Jude the Obscure, expanding the interpretative approaches to this classic text. Moreover,
its exploration of the relationship between space and gendered power relations offers historical references for contemporary
women’ s pursuit of spatial rights and examination of social structural oppression, thereby inspiring more inclusive and
autonomous strategies for gender-space construction.

[ Keywords]) Jude the Obscure; Sue Bridehead; Female destiny; Spatial theory
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