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A new exploration of Zilu’s courage and virtue

Wenxia Cheng
Guangdong Business and Technology University, Zhaoqing, Guangdong

[ Abstract] Zilu was renowned within Confucius's school for his courage; he possessed both an innate martial spirit
and a courage cultivated through Confucius's teachings, as well as a courage refined through his lived experience. This
article argues that Zilu’s development of courage and virtue unfolds across three distinct levels: the “blood-and-energy
courage” of a primal, unbridled existence encountered upon his initial entry into the Confucian school; the “courage of the
noble man” —one imbued with rational norms and moral direction, shaped by Confucius's teachings on ritual propriety
and wisdom; and the “great courage of benevolence,” manifested through the life-practice of “sacrificing one's life for the
sake of achieving humaneness.” Zilu’s embodiment of courage and virtue not only presents a typical paradigm of individual
moral growth but also reflects the inherent tension within the pre-Qin Confucian discourse on courage. As one of the “Three
Great Virtues,” the highest state of courage is not “sacrificing one's life for the sake of achieving humaneness,” but rather
the most harmonious everyday life state encompassing benevolence, wisdom, and courage.

[ Keywords] Zi Lu; Courage and virtue; Courage rooted in blood and vitality; The courage of the noble person; The

greatest courage of benevolence; The Three Great Virtues
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