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A review of metadiscourse research in domestic linguistics in the 21st century and future prospects: based on

literature analysis from CSSCI journals in CNKI
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[ Abstract] Based on 68 core journal papers from the CSSCI database in CNKI, this study systematically
reviews the development and current status of metadiscourse research in Chinese linguistics from 2001 to 2025,
combining bibliometric analysis with genre-based qualitative interpretation. As a core linguistic resource for
organizing discourse, expressing authorial stance, and facilitating communicative interaction, metadiscourse has
witnessed significant advancements in both theoretical exploration and practical application. Starting from the
definition, classification, and functions of metadiscourse, this study summarizes empirical research across various
genres, including academic discourse, classroom teaching, news, business communication, and translation. It points
out that current studies predominantly focus on written discourse and English-Chinese contrastive analysis, with
Hyland’s interpersonal model serving as the dominant theoretical framework. Limitations such as methodological
constraints, insufficient attention to spoken and multimodal metadiscourse, and a lack of interdisciplinary integration
remain to be addressed. Future research should strengthen the construction of localized theoretical frameworks for
Chinese metadiscourse, expand the range of genres and modalities, and promote the application of computational
linguistics and Artificial Intelligence technologies in metadiscourse analysis to deepen the understanding of its
functions in social interaction.
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