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An exploration of the “Dominant Role of Daoist Philosophy”

——An analysis beyond the terminology of “Daoism”

Qingqi Yang
School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] Moving beyond the terminology of “Daoism” in academic history to analyze the theory of the “dominant
role of Daoist philosophy” can bring its underlying philosophical issues to light. This approach helps to avoid debates
centered on “isms” and focuses instead on exploring the intellectual logic and philosophical value behind the theory. Chen
Guying established his argument on the premise of “Confucianism as culture and Daoism as philosophy,” clarifying the
scope of inquiry for the “dominant role” theory and thereby launching a reflection on the history of Chinese philosophy.
By considering the forms of Chinese philosophy, the issue of “dominance” is raised; the stance is not confined to “Daoism”
within academic history but includes all pioneers of “Dao”-oriented theoretical systems. The method of “conceptual clusters”
is employed to grasp scholarly lineages, enabling harmonious complementarity among different theories of “dominance.”
Looking back at the past theory of the “dominant role of Daoist philosophy” leads to a vision for a “New Daoism” in the
future. This perspective is broad and inclusive, aligning with the spirit of advocating for a pluralistic and open “New Studies
of the Masters” (Xin Zixue). It provides us with an approach to solving philosophical problems that gives equal weight to
both academic history and the history of philosophy.

[ Keywords] “Dominant Role of Daoist Philosophy”; Terminology; Academic history; History of philosophy;
Scholarly lineage
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