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Why did Lukacs abandon the methodology of social transformation in History and Class Consciousness

Qier Tang!, Yiru Chen’
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[ Abstract] History and Class Consciousness has been hailed as the “Bible of Western Marxism,” yet its historical
evaluation has been extremely complex. Judging from Lukacs’s own assessments of the work, his evaluative stance toward
it was marked by a stark contradiction between his earlier and later positions. Nevertheless, some later scholars have
continued to hold the work in high esteem. Merleau-Ponty, for instance, insisted that it was a pioneering work of Western
Marxism. Therefore, gaining insight into both the theoretical achievements and the theoretical shortcomings of History and
Class Consciousness has become a scholarly task of central importance. In short, the theory of social transformation
constructed in the work around “dialectic—truth—action” is of some positive significance in inspiring the broad working
masses to actively participate in social transformation and in advancing the socialist cause. At the same time, as Lukacs
himself acknowledged, the immense a priori presuppositional character of this methodology of social transformation also
means that it must be calmly scrutinized and carefully treated.
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