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Optimizing pathways for cultivating cultural confidence among university students through ideological and

political theory courses

Xiaoyi Xu
School of Marxism, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] Cultural confidence is closely related to national development, cultural security, and the independence
of the national spirit, while the cultural confidence of university students bears directly on the future development of
socialist culture with Chinese characteristics. At present, some university students have insufficient knowledge of socialist
culture with Chinese characteristics, lack a strong sense of identification with it, or demonstrate inadequate capacity for
cultural innovation, all of which hinder the development of cultural confidence. Universities are at the forefront of
cultivating cultural confidence among young people, and ideological and political theory courses provide an important
educational platform for cultivating cultural confidence among university students. Addressing these challenges through
such courses is not only an inherent responsibility of universities but is also underpinned by the close alignment between
ideological and political theory education and the cultivation of cultural confidence in terms of educational objectives,
content, and methods. To fully implement General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important expositions on education and
effectively fulfill the task of cultivating builders and successors of socialism with Chinese characteristics, universities
should further leverage the role of ideological and political theory courses by adopting differentiated and tiered instruction
to enhance the relevance of cultural confidence education, strengthening university—local cooperation to diversify the
channels through which cultural confidence is cultivated, and encouraging cultural innovation to improve the quality and
effectiveness of such education.

[ Keywords] Ideological and political theory courses; Cultural confidence; Higher education institutions; University
students
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