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HSR metaphors in English reports of Chinese HSR:

a study based on Wmatrix online corpus

Wenqun Yao®, Meiyu Yao, Yixin Ren
East China Jiaotong University, Nanchang, Jiangxi

[ Abstract] With Chinese HSR development drawing more global attention, the main domestic media issued
many reports to showcase the development of Chinese HSR in English. This study calculated and analyzed Chinese
HSR English metaphors in news reports for the past 30 years, including the top 10 frequently used Chinese HSR
English metaphors and the discovery of Chinese HSR cross-domain features by applying Wmatrix semantic tagset
tool. The study results show that there are large number of HSR metaphors in CRH English reports crossing the

concepts of people, water, air and road transportation. This study is helpful for future corpus research on metaphor

and the metaphor language study in Chinese HSR English reports as well.
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1) “...take a look at the trains which will serve the
two cities.”

2) “Train D2763 waits to depart at the station...”

3) “...ensure the safe running of the train operation
control system...”
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1) “Four coaches of D301 fell off...” (&%)

2) “Atotal of ten 8-car trains which can seat around
600 passengers...” (JX4-)

3) “On the 200kmbh trains, the cabs we work in is
clean...” C(HHFL%)
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)
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