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A study on the picture languages and graphic texts on Sanxingdui artifacts and trace to the source

Shugiao Duan’, Li Wi’

Yunnan University Soft Science and Systems Engineering Research Center, Kunming, Yunnan
2Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, Yunnan

[ Abstract] The artifacts unearthed at Sanxingdui sacrificial pits have colorful patterns. These patterns are not used
for artistic decoration, but have a specific meaning of "picture language" and "graphic text", they also cooperate with the
"object implied language " of the objects themselves, expressing the sacrificial purpose and will of the "Sanxingdui people".
Through using ancient Yi characters to interpret, the implied meaning of these "picture languages" and " graphic texts" is
explained, they are the language and writing that "Sanxingdui people" want to express by offering sacrifices to get rid of
earthquake and flood disasters. From the comparative materials, it can be seen that this kind of "picture Language" and
"graphic Text" have continuity with the disaster symbol patterns in the sacrificial remains of many places since the Neolithic
Age, reflecting the long-term cognitive tradition of the early Huaxia ethnic group towards natural disasters.
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