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[ Abstract] Suzhou has a long history of snakebite treatment, with a wealth of folk prescriptions and remedies
accumulated among the people, yet many of them lack written records. During the Republic of China period, a small
number of physicians began to pay attention to collecting snakebite prescriptions. In the early days of the People's
Republic of China, the Suzhou government called on the public to contribute prescriptions, conducted field
investigations to seek out experienced medical practitioners, organized and published the snakebite prescriptions
donated by the people through various sectors, and invited folk snakebite herbalists with proven clinical efficacy to
work in hospitals and set up specialized outpatient services, so as to study and inherit their medical skills. In the
1970s, medical scientists in Suzhou improved the dosage forms of snakebite prescriptions with significant curative
effects and developed traditional Chinese medicine snakebite preparations such as “Wujiang Snakebite Medicine”
and organize the appraisal. After the reform and opening up, though antivenom gradually replaced traditional Chinese
medicine snakebite preparations in emergency treatment, it still plays an indispensable role. Suzhou Snakebite
Designated Treatment Hospital has developed a therapeutic model that combines acupuncture at “Eight

Pathogens/Eight Winds” acupoints for detoxification, topical application of Chinese herbal patches for swelling
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reduction, and oral administration of Chinese herbal medicines or snakebite-specific preparations for detoxification,

as adjunctive therapy to antivenom treatment. This process demonstrates a complete developmental trajectory of

snakebite specialty medicine with distinctive Wu School characteristics, evolving from scattered folk experience to

systematic collection, research, and formulation development under government leadership, then integration with

modern medical emergency systems.

[ Keywords ] Snakebite; Snakebite herbalist; Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM); Wumen School of

Medicine
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