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Insights on optimizing the CAFTA regional business environment: a new framework for national business

environment evaluation and strategic pathways

Xianghui Zhang, Xuan Chen, Yue Han"*

Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, Yunnan

[ Abstract] The national business environment evaluation system serves as a crucial tool for assessing economic
competitiveness and institutional efficiency, guiding corporate overseas investment strategies. The World Bank’s
authoritative reports have transitioned to frameworks emphasizing more comprehensive and inclusive assessments. This
study systematically explores the evolution of these frameworks, focusing on theoretical advancements and a comparative
analysis between the Doing Business and Business Ready systems. The “new system” demonstrates key shifts: expanding
from firm-specific to holistic assessments, from fragmented to integrated content, and from singular to inclusive
methodologies. Global trends in business environment optimization—including systematization, digitalization, balanced
growth, and regional integration—highlight the pressing need for adaptive strategies. These findings underscore China’ s
pivotal role within the CAFTA framework, providing targeted solutions to address disparities among ASEAN countries,
enhance public service quality, and foster sustainable regional economic integration. This research offers valuable insights
for policymakers and international organizations aiming to refine business environment evaluation and governance systems.
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