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Modern city and modern woman Shanghai writing and women's narrative in The Song of Everlasting

Sorrow

Wei Li, Qingyong Ding
Department of Chinese language and literature, Wenhua College, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] Wang Anyi's The Song of Everlasting Sorrow wove together a woman's destiny with the essence of a
city, merging female narratives with urban storytelling. Through chronicling Wang Qiyao's life journey, Shanghai became
a vibrant entity animated by women's bodily experiences, emotional memories, and survival wisdom—a living presence
brimming with warmth. It achieved a profound analysis of Shanghai's cultural character through the depiction of Wang

Qiyao's life trajectory. The novel unfolded from a female perspective while using the city's historical depth to reflect on

women's destinies, constructing a unique narrative model of mutual gaze between women and the city.
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