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Subtitle translation of the documentary Wild China from the perspective of multimodal discourse analysis

Yue Zhang, Mei Dong

Xi’an Shiyou University, Xi’an, Shaan xi

[ Abstract] Multimodal discourse analysis is fundamentally about transcending the limitations of traditional purely
linguistic texts by incorporating images, sounds, actions, and other non-verbal symbolic systems into the analytical framework.
It explores how various symbolic modalities interact and collaboratively construct overall meaning within social and cultural
contexts. Wild China, as a natural and humanities documentary, presents the interaction between linguistic and non-linguistic
modalities in its subtitle translation from four aspects: culture, context, content, and expression. This achieves the effectiveness
of cross-cultural communication, conveying a depiction of China’s ecological civilization that is both scientific and humanistic
to international audiences, and provides a reference for subtitle translation research in natural and humanities documentaries.
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abandoned by the river slowly fill up with stalactites and

=

= : Above the water table ancient caverns

stalagmites. St alactites form as trickling water deposites
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tiny quantities of rock over hundreds or thousands of years.
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JRiES: Evenin the middle of a ploughed paddy field,
nature is red in beak and claw. This may look like a slaughter,
but as each heron can swallow only one frog at a time, the
vast majority will escape to croak another day.
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JBE S : The huge banana flowers are rich in nectar for
only two hours a day, but it’s enough to attract a range of
forest insects, including hornets.With their razor sharp
mandibles, they find it easy to rob the flowers of their nectar.
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JFiE S : Under water the cormorant’s hunting instinct
kicks in turning them into fish seeking missiles. Working
together, a good cormorant team can catch a couple of dozen
decent-sized fish in a morning.
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JEiES: Now, for the first time ever we can explore
the whole of this great country meet some of the surprising
and exotic creatures that live here and consider the
relationship of the people and wildlife of China to the
remarkable landscaping which they live.
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JFiE S : This is a female Temminck’s Tragopan. She
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has a colourful male admirer. He’s hoping to woo her with

his peculiar peekaboo display but she’s not about to be
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rushed. His colourful skin wattle reflects more light than
feathers do. To her, this is like a neon sign.
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