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[ Abstract] With the quick growth of marine tourism, its bad effects on the natural environment have become
more clear. How to move tourists from being “nature consumers” to “nature protectors” has become a key problem.
Old management ways that depend on outside rules have shown poor results, leading to a change in research toward
looking at the inner mental processes that push pro-environmental behavior, especially through emotional paths.
Using the Stimulus-Organism-Response (SOR) theory and place attachment theory, this paper puts forward nine main
ideas to figure out the mental process through which marine tourism peak experiences help pro-environmental
behavior by causing awe and place attachment. The suggested model shows a chain-linked path of “peak experience
— awe — place attachment — pro-environmental behavior. ” This study gives a theoretical view for understanding
the mental black box of pro-environmental behavior in marine tourism, and offers a theoretical base for reaching
peaceful living together between people and the ocean, and for pushing the lasting growth of marine tourism.
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