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On the construction of the rural world in Zhao Shuli's novels from a mirror perspective

Yingmin Song

Wenhua College, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] As arepresentative writer of the Shanxi School (Yao-dan School) in modern and contemporary Chinese

literature, Zhao Shuli's rural novels depict a literary map of China's rural society in the mid-20th century with life-oriented

language. In Zhao Shuli's literary world, clan relations, political changes, and foreign civilizations together form a mirror

field for farmers' cognition. The peasants' instinctive attachment to the land and their cognitive confusion under the impact

of modernity in the novels constitute the cultural-psychological syndrome of the social transition period. This literary

expression not only reveals the mirror-like discipline of the rural power structure over the peasant subject, but also

establishes a unique literary bond between traditional humanistic spirit and modernity reflection through the interweaving

of the micro-perspective of identity construction and the macro-perspective of historical changes.
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