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Research on Shenzhen’s path to accelerate the construction of an internationally renowned sports city from

the perspective of global bay area sports cities

Shicheng Xiao

Sports Department, Shenzhen Polytechnic University, Shenzhen, Guangdong

[ Abstract] Drawing on the development practices of sports cities in global bay areas and employing a
comparative research method, this study constructs a comparative framework encompassing dimensions such as high-
profile sports events, mass sports, sports industry, sports resources, professional sports, and sports media. It
systematically analyzes the gaps between Shenzhen and typical global bay area sports cities in terms of development
status. The study reveals the constraints Shenzhen faces in its pursuit of becoming an internationally renowned sports
city, including the dual challenges of expanding the number and enhancing the quality of high-profile events, the lag
in professional sports brand building and cultural cultivation, insufficient international reach and influence of sports
media, deep-seated challenges in rationalizing the sports industry structure and achieving high efficiency, and the real
gap in participating in global sports governance and exercising discourse power. On this basis, the study proposes
pathways to accelerate Shenzhen’s development into an internationally renowned sports city. These include
leveraging the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area to upgrade the quality and quantity of events,
strengthening government-enterprise-university-association collaboration to cultivate professional sports brand
culture, optimizing omnimedia communication efficacy through digital technology innovation, empowering sports
industry upgrading and efficiency gains with new quality productive forces, and capitalizing on advantages in sports
technology to enhance participation in global governance discourse. This study aims to provide theoretical reference
and practical guidance for Shenzhen in accelerating its construction as an internationally renowned sports city.
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