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Performance and context: performativity and reflexivity in fieldwork

Yinu Guo

Wuhan Conservatory of Music, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] In 2019, the author conducted a ten-day field survey on the sounds of more than ten musical genres,
suchas “LanzhouGuzi” , “GulangLaoDiao” , “Zhangye BaoJuan” ,and “WuweiBaoJuan” , innine locations
including Lanzhou, Zhangye, Wuwei, Sunan, Subei and Dunhuang in Gansu Province. These textual concepts, which
originally existed only in the mind, were transformed into real perceptions through embodied experience. Faced with
diverse yet inherently similar performances over the ten days, music has functioned as a symbol that is reconstructed
and utilized by governments, cultural institutions, scholars, performers, and performing troupes.
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