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An analysis of the roots of tragedy in The Hairy Ape from a psychoanalytic perspective

Fengjuan Wang
School of Foreign Languages, Shandong University of Science and Technology, Qingdao, Shandong

[Abstract] Eugene O’Neill stands as one of the greatest playwrights in American literary history. O’Neill’s dramas
delve into human psychology and emotion, exhibiting a profound interest in the psychological predicaments of human society.
His works were also among the earliest to portray social outcasts. Characters from the depths of society struggle to find their
identity and claim the dignity inherent to being human, only to see everything they pursue ultimately vanish without a trace.
In O’Neill's play The Hairy Ape(1922), the protagonist Yank spends his brief life in a relentless quest for personal identity and
existential meaning. His journey progresses from fervent conviction, through profound confusion about his own existence, to
the crushing of hope, culminating in his death. This paper employs Freudian psychoanalytic criticism to analyze the personality
traits of the characters in The Hairy Ape. Subsequently, it explores the roots of Yank’s disillusionment through the lenses of
humanity’s relationship with nature, humanity’s relationship with society, and the individual’s psychological state. Ultimately,
it seeks to excavate the profound human tragedy unfolding within the world shaped by the Industrial Revolution.
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138§ G 35 B M AE ST LA — RO AR
(B 5T 1922 48, Z—d3ta /RN E Wik s
SCHE, PR R N A5 (Yank) f&—AMEET Wi e AR E AL 2T 5 R TokB R AR,

(B SR AR 578, A AT AT AR AR AAS T Sk 1Ak Tk Akt R, A
T &S R TR, (RS, e a s K ERTC R LR MO A A7 25 18] B A B R
I LAEER B, DONRAMIE AU FGRER . T3 3 SO BB SR N RAE 2 54, BAR NS
SR, oK B3k 2 1 2 22K R 8 BLAE SRR 3 AR R IE SR ) ZALAE T R A S0Rs . FRATE RN 7 5
Pret A “WURRIE L, Bt AT IR, e BIOAKS, IRFTH AR ORI B2 LK ARYE, AN RE
BT —a e, REES AEZMtahIHRE SIS KIS FE (Sigmund Freud) 652K #H
JE R A2 B R B S 4, e R AOIRGS 0T EERL,

-74 -


https://ssr.oajrc.org/

R

2 A
(e

IR ZPK—RSRR T B (BR) ARRARIE T

2 PR ABIH

IS PHER NSOGB M S =R TR 0 EE):
CAER” . AT BT . AR OEMEEA GE
77, J1RE 2 S P A B T AN E CRIAT
N JE R BT, AR A A 2 OV ) 24 R A
1 AR EE R F T o T A2 1) E R RILU AR SE R T 3R
IR B 2 i E AL S R W, X4t
SOMER AR B3] A B = ) WAL TF Bl
WATHIWrr s R bRdE . Rt B, RIScidEs, g
TARNA S ARMERER, (B WEEANRY
TERMAP I IR, IXRHZ R A5 S R R

2.1 5RALAY AR E

MRS IS BHER TARERIRIR, ARERE SONA
BEMFEl. CAEBHLELR) —3ChE 3 N IANEX
fIARE, RILBER R, ZAaFR. BMRE. MEAE.
HE AP R TR DU H RSB RER . ARk
A, Tk E AR Z R BRI KBTI
BE, ffiE S AP, IR S TR 2 50iR S AT
N ERPHE R R IR 4G, Toik SEHLE A R K
BEE RIS IR, 08 E) T 3B S NEK R B
1, W) H PR 1 At S A AR . KR A LA
55— UCE B35 50 KRR BT I A AR AT b ek
. O EGEI Y MK, BUERERES T, REEEE T
kN TR B B2, — A N
BACL BN, NRAPOATT . #rt mAFRR,
WA ZMAE K TR 50l o fh 7 50 R i
JEAE W ATt . AN, 0 ERTIR, HOA AT A
KRBT HRF R, B DAFEEN, ot &2 y)
AL T o AR 2 I, At 2 FH 2 AR P R AP e [
{H 24 fh 3 BOK R AR IR, A A2t dy 17— 8k
o WA MR T AL . X RAR S — BT, X

T NG AN RRS T BB D At J SR AOAT Rt T Bl

YseaN T “TBUE” o CTRMMEER” A B
WEEE” 1B EE .

2.2 BEAMFR P A K

BOKRTERTEME )5, S IPiaA T =
W 1E CBIR) Ik, HriiiqT 22 AR I,
TAGTRAR RN, SR, E5 KRR AEAHE S, fheh—
2B T 5 B IR E I S £ S, &
RE PR 75 SR 5 37 R AR B F R 2 R ) e A N . 7E
XALACE M 20 TR, A5 okl e i, i
—PILAHT MR R A o A2 55 3147 e 470 tH 2Rk Tl A
—BUEIR o Ji DA AT R A AR A A I R TR K, ]

-75-

RE A2 At 7 2 5 IR B A W REITA fh 22 AN T Y
Jy R T BN [R) 22 UE W37 S A2 W% 18] ) sl LS 1
HIRBN Z A T 2 W

AHTRIN, e MR TR 5236 BRI &
775 AT L O BRI AE R X s 7 o BRI A A 3
THEE IR R LA L RO B R AR .
TRIEERE, R T LA LB . B e, il
FIAS 53X — o BRI A, At AR B AT 58 K AR P £
—LSDE R KT &, RIFAR MR RN
M2, POt AR I 72 IR R 55t T S R Y
No Bt AT RAF— W H L, Il TR ds. B
B CITRET 7 MNEARY) . 17508 1 BRI RN
TEBS B, (H R R M S PRI £ 1 HOE R A £ K %
WALt AR R SOV AR R FBL B E R
WRBBGERA AT, LR B, D T XHEAERR
R EERE o BEAL, 37 03 R O BRI 3E SR Ik 47 e 1 7
et 4 o B ANy, O BB & BT I E] U5 S i A0
BURE . EHCEI SRR, S5 IWW HIUEA A, it
AR TR A, AR KRR A 2
SRATLA RN, 5K AR, R S E R E O
MNP, B2, 50 i) B BERAE A 32 21 25 5 e 0 A
AT R T BRI SRR . EAR O B 1 g 2 30 7 =X
AN, (HERAE DN T AR A RE B0 B AT AN R S
RGP SE 2 8] A A Rl S P R RS AR . 5 T
JiEiH S E SR JE, B R T AR R Y, R
#N B O T AL EERE P I St AL, JRZ4KINA
CLskbr ERBAF IR, 44N E SIS 5
BB JZ Z R AL 3 AN Al e A

23 A& ER IS5

B LA AT, DU 2 MU AR AEL)
RNHAT A - B30 P ASSEIEIELIA, A AT 78
ik, AEFHE, EERITFEER0E. NS MhE
A WL IS B B LG BCE AR M b . s PHE D,
N AL AR B v U SR 1
W WSR2 T 2k AR gEia AN 22 42160, b
PeWAE IR, fhIFAY B SRR TN E Z
il A T R R 2 U SR A2 B o % 4x T
Ko BRAh, ISR 237 v I SRR A R 30, 2L
BTN T, Al ASKE S R0 o 2 70 B =2 S5 A AT A A T
R RRRURE e 3 SR 7 95 0 8 20 B Ao At B0 N S5 A A E
KAy, ABIEHILEE, TEEAAE, S5,
HRAGE T R E 1P, X MR fh i 2R It
WP o 537 S A1 AR 55 TUORTE IR HERS , Al e 25



R

B W LPK—REA AT BRI (BIR) AR AT

JEIER| T B L. YRR EAHEN S IERY
—fr e, AR Bt 2 BT, (HIX A o4
XARAEEAER . S81f0, 46 NIEERRET IR ER, &
AR AR I R 2 e ) P O o B JE R R AT
FEEA S, ARG A AR T,
TR AN R G b 75 (RS P 80, X T 7 J ) V5
FUGT D AR B O, R, ShZ B3R 2 2 i im I
%o

3 FERSH AR

WOR, ZRIZE B AR A = L, HRE R R
B o8 T A iy . B2 RiE ST T L ARAA
SPALEE, B TT 1 IR M AR IS TN SR RS A2
i EREX b, iEEE T ANE BRAMAKRT
WML, LR OETEBLI RS RS .

3.1 WAt mSAEAL BARXFR P agikiL

1E (B, BB R DUH BRI IR S fid 2 1 3855
R EAEANS BARRKR, R T AR H
KGR R R AT . kB 1 IREETS R E R Eh )
TERRIN LIRS AR BN E 25, A
FW AR ) sh . fE R, ST 5 At
AR B bR LA R R, (BB GEST ETh . B IR
RIS, W51 HEAZ 44 3 H O A2 M 0 LR 1 R
ERJE/RE K, X TP RERE 2 N AW REZIK 18K B
FEUL . WNFERE SRS, ShPANEE N R 2 [FAE
Iz : A5 A ER I B HERIE 1. iiE N 7l
A NEIWE RO TR A E, 55 BRI EETE
H7E B SRS, Il L AR TR . BB R DU R
IRoG, BR T RBICH I SNYHRIE 57 3h# 42 (14T
128

NBATAR MR H E AR TR, @S2 T, JRR M
W, REF RSN X —VIEE R T NS IR 6 55
R RIE LA AR D, (AN SEACEE IR BN AR ZNR 5
H IR TIEE AR A I 2 AP, AT AREE
BN BB IRIN, W ZTE R BT R 03 3 A2 RS A SR
Z VAT P, AR NS B AR RN, B T AN Rg
B -

32 HAmAEAGLA PRI

R R AR SRR P — R, RN
AN Z A B N5 FEAR A4 [X 2 8] 3 R (B A A
Al FERUK. £ (BIE) wh, BJB/RHEL: T Rl LA
RO, AATHIEVEIREE . HUE, SR INEES R T -
TR A AT, EEE R, AR AR T
M LAE. HERERE, REHTANEAEERT, ANk

ALLT- 8 55 AR SN ) A P s . AT I S5 U
ARV A, R Z R S A2 o AT AR R T 4
A, AR TN AR NXASESCEUE, A
B EEAR A DO . NS 30 R 30 1 A
T HARE R AEY, HRE S e R B ie, SR X
fEANRGYR AR, B, N5300 X 5 A8 154
BIANE, XERE NKIEEEMER . TAMRS %™
Mok 2 18] 0% 2 AL B, 4750 5K IR BTN 2 1Y) AH I8
EEMINREH SRS, e 2%, e S
SRR AT T . IR 7 X — R A
RIN T ANKM AR, XAHE T AE A AR
7=, WAkl B SRR A TSR, BRI R T
FEHSS TR SRIREE .

Ha KR AR T AR S0 IRZRE. P
P NRER T ANES 525 3N FER TR, #)
RILE CAEEEA A e 1R A A R TE TR
THRWARE, o TR THES T 7 HE S
e AL, IR T A2 R . ARATTREZ 2 E
5 TR 4K, 52 2 TAE S RE M HGH], XX —31,
BBWNOE I E 6% /SN - DA

3.3 HAP R G HR

N ZETLERG P S 1 3P 5 e L AE S AR AT A 22
o, RN BRI B R 25K RIE
FH BA B B2 AR 2 SR SR IR S Ak o 3 4 2 BOPG 28 456
N0 HR 3 A 2

NE PR 2 S H 2 1 2 8 iR 75 22 .
NEWVFZ TR, WX R R WA AU K,
H 2 R T SR IR BN . 3 S 7E A R A — AR R R
fFibd S E B RIES T, Rl — A~ A R 50
Yy D PHe) < BT REEEH S Uih A
A BN, A4 S R, KA BE: BRI,
WA EL 22?2 FRAZAT i A2 VA o] AN
FH, WRIEREAN NI, = 78 B N2 i
MR . #5052 55 s AR, AN A IE B 2 IH B
WEEL, BR 7 L), GALW 2R, MRS R T . 5
BEIE, TEARZPIER BRI E , AWirh K5 T M &
720 o BT 3 U7 WA AP 43 SR8 BIRR,
JE N RAE BRI A IE AR T IR AT 2, 3K
P PRI A 5 A

TP 2R SR AT« B A8 X BARAE &7
ATEREW. EwRIET ST REEN, EEEX
WA NBIAE R B RERAE E S, FRUR T % £ SCR
1B &R T A& G A I A A )3 2k . B8



R

(G

A~
AR

B LPK—RE A AT BRI T (B SRR AT

IRWIRE, I BE YR 2, BAAREH R R, X
WIS T BT B R, B2 B 2 R K
PR IR $5e ANMBIANE, AP, Ml H AR
TERTE T R AR AT O B OO R AR R E
P E R 25 R, RIS, IX 0] LRV AN S AR TR
— P G o AATTAN T — DA B B, T ASES) )
MIBEIE, %8 H BT AR AR NGB A, X R TE R 1
R E CBIR) H, NFZEZM T R, &
Yefe JWAEIRI . DAL 5 T 55 30 71 R 4R HL
ISR, AR T N A

N SR S v R AR IR 2 e . R piia R
kg, PARNEIE N — A EE A 5 HoAh A % 2C
FHECHIR A . Tl Ak R AR RIAN 51 & T AN E
SRR AL S I B, 1R 75 APyt it
1 5 M8

4 £5ip

BJBIRMEE R “ R BRI A7, At IR i DL
R, AR E A NN, (B R T
P AR AE, e dRR FRE A (35 A AR R,
BHRT MIMALESHAXRA—RIEH., 1E1X
AR, e R DL IR R R AR N
OHEF,  BR AR

WICRTT T R NI AAS S50, I A
. BRFBEREEE AT 2 b . 5 R E
TEAR A ERAE L, SZ AR AR BAR S T
FFHIA o NS0 BRI S AN AR | b g rh R AR SR R
RS Ff (5 S o] WL — B . RS AT IR A R
AW FEIX B 22 WS AR i AR AL TR A, RAEAEA
A2 THI (R 206 TR E A IR E AR AL 2 RORS i i 5 e
WK T, ARHEFR AR, SEAESAR. XA
ANIES o Rk, SBMEIEIA Es @z, 5o B84 2
FEARES .

&30t

AEE. BREEKEKGIET ORI T
K (BIE) WFFE[D]. s MITTE K, 2023.

[P FreL <RBHRFE. M) BREFR. b /MEHEES
T 50 H AL, 1990.

T, “ZORE BRI T—— B PRIAYK RS
A7 )], SR 11(2012):111- 114

B A 25 MR S IR AT R IR 2 ) — st 4 e
IREWER IR [, KIDEGE SRR G2 REIR)
3(2011): 17- 19.

Strachey, James. The Standard Edition of the Complete
Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud[M]. Charleston:
Nabu Press, 1978.

[6] Freud,

PsychoanalysisfM]. New York City: W. W. Norton &

Sigmund. New Introductory Lectures on

Company, 1933.

XK. R P R R0 ) 5 Ay B RS —— (B
FRIFE R AE S 1 R (1], AMEE S S0 26. 1(2009):
50-55.

(Bt HJe/R BB /REIEEM]. 58, . Bifg: Bifg
LZHARAE, 1982.

ARl AT (BRI WA EHEIEm AR X 0],
A 22(2013):156- 157.

BEHL CEREER T RER CEIR) M EE S Z AR

[J]. {ESCE®K 26(2016): 69-70.

A ERE: ©2025 1E# 5FFBERBUHTIRF 70+ 0 C(OAJIRC)
it . AL EIEBERILEE L RRE.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

MOPEN ACCESS

(9]

[10]

-77 -


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	1 引言
	2 扬克的人格分析
	2.1 强烈的本我欲望
	2.2 激烈冲突中的自我
	2.3 超我中的普遍弱点

	3 精神病态的体现
	3.1 精神病态在人与自然关系中的体现
	3.2 精神病态在人与社会中的体现
	3.3 精神世界的坍塌

	4 结论

