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The evolution of gothic fiction and dark romanticism: a study of the literary tradition of the Cthulhu mythos
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[ Abstract] Howard Phillips Lovecraft expanded the dimensions of traditional horror fiction to a cosmic scale by

blending the alienation characteristics of Gothic fiction with dark romanticism, creating the modern science-fiction-infused

“Cthulhu Mythos.” Through evoking indescribable terror in his works, he stimulated humanity’s primordial fear of the

unknown, thereby establishing an aesthetic experience known as “cosmic horror.” This paper will conduct an in-depth

examination of the literary traditions underlying Lovecraft's “Cthulhu Mythos,” elucidating how the transformative

influences within its evolution gave birth to “cosmic horror.”
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