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Bibliometric analysis of the international classification of functioning, disability and health (ICF)
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[ Abstract] Objective To compare the research hotspots, collaboration networks, and funding characteristics
of studies in the field of International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) between Chinese
and English literature. Methods Journal articles and review articles published from January 1, 2015, to December
31, 2025, were retrieved from the Web of Science Core Collection and China National Knowledge Infrastructure
(CNKI). After screening, 247 Chinese documents and 2533 English documents were included. CiteSpace 6.2.R4 was
used for keyword co-occurrence analysis, author and institution co-occurrence analysis, and visualization of time-
zone maps. Results (D) Hotspots: Chinese literature mainly focused on clinical rehabilitation (e.g., stroke, appearing
22 times), while English literature covered diverse scenarios (e.g., quality of life, appearing 137 times). @ In
Chinese literature, the author network density was 0.0051, showing a highly concentrated dual-core distribution with
weak connectivity; the core author was Zhuoying Qiu with 29 publications, and the core institution was the WHO
Collaborating Centre for the International Classification Family in China with 26 publications. In English literature,
the author network density was 0.0071, showing a multi-center distribution with strong connectivity; the core author
was Gerold Stucki with 51 publications, and the core institution was Swiss Paraplegic Research with 151 publications.
Conclusion English literature has formed an interdisciplinary, multi-center collaborative network and a diversified
funding system. Chinese literature is highly concentrated in clinical rehabilitation and the localized application and
development of assessment tools, with insufficient inter-institutional and interdisciplinary collaboration and a single

type of funding agency.
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