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Engels' criticism of Proudhon's housing thought and its contemporary value

Liu Zhou
School of Marxism, Huaxia University of Technology, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] The solution to the housing problem is an important part of the socialist modernization and the
realization of the people's good life. From 1872 to 1873, Engels carried on the thought of Proudhon's residence.
Although Engels and Proudhon paid close attention to the destruction of the housing rights of the working class in
the capitalist society, and violated the principle of fairness, the means put forward by philanthropists are illusory,
Engels saw it more deeply. Engels said Proudhon did not recognize that the housing problem was the product of the
actual demand and social progress, and did not mention the solution to alleviate the conflict between urban and rural
areas. Engels strongly criticized the wrong views of Proudhon on socialist society, legal system and leasing system,
and put forward the correct understandings. In the new era, the housing problem is a fundamental issue related to
people's live issues. Engels's criticism of Proudhon's housing thought is still not out of date, which is scientific and
reasonable in value. In China, Engels's housing thought benefits the effective governance of the country and society
through the coordinated development of urban and rural areas, housing law and system design.
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