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An existentialist interpretation of The Ten Jatakas in Thai literature
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[ Abstract] The Ten Jatakas a renowned work of Thai literature, collects ten stories about Prince Siddhartha's past

lives leading up to his enlightenment. They recount his spiritual journeys in ten areas, highlighting the protagonist's

willingness to sacrifice his life in pursuit of truth. This article interprets the characters' actions and thoughts from an

existentialist perspective, focusing on the five protagonists in each of the five stories. The article examines the characters'

pursuit of spiritual freedom, the interplay of freedom and responsibility, and the path from anxiety to enlightenment.
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