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A review of research on women’s Guanyin belief in the Song Dynasty
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Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Wenhua College, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract ] This paper focuses on the research status of female Guanyin belief in the Song Dynasty and
systematically sorts out the major research approaches to Guanyin belief in academic circles. Existing studies mainly fall
into two categories. First, the compilation, annotation and interpretation of Guanyin-related scriptures, including the
collation of Guanyin classics, annotations on the Universal Gate Chapter, as well as the collation and research of documents
such as Guanyin miracle tales. Second, comprehensive and thematic studies on Guanyin belief, which cover three main
aspects: the origins, forms, sinicization and feminization of Guanyin belief; the correlation between Guanyin belief and
literature; and the relationship between Guanyin belief and iconography. Despite the abundant academic achievements
accumulated in this field, researches specifically targeting Guanyin belief in the Song Dynasty remain limited, especially

systematic studies on female Guanyin belief of Song Dynasty.
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