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The Aristotelian influence in Aquinas' Theory of will: Constructing logical and historical debates
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[ Abstract] The concept of will has undergone a process from implicit existence in ancient Greece to explicit
establishment in the Middle Ages in the history of Western philosophy. Thomas Aquinas, as a key figure in the development
of the "concept of will", his theory of will was deeply influenced by Aristotle's philosophy and integrated the principles of
Christian faith. His understanding of the concept of will mainly originated from Aristotle's influence. On the one hand,
Aristotle's view that "will exists in reason" played a fundamental role in Aquinas' theory of will. On the other hand, Aquinas
consistently incorporated rational principles in his understanding of the concept and behavior of will, thus making his
theory of will characterized by intellectualism rather than voluntarism. Although Aquinas' emphasis on reason was not
widely welcomed at that time and even met with some criticism, those criticisms were actually misunderstandings of
Aquinas. Because Aquinas never gave up his faith, in fact, he always adhered to it and endeavored to reconcile reason and
faith.
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