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A review of the just functions and expansion issues of the principle of honesty and good faith
Hui Luo

Guizhou University, Guiyang, Guizhou

[ Abstract] As the “supreme clause” of civil and commercial law, the principle of good faith has evolved from
ethical morality to legal principle, with its core value lying in the realization of individual case justice, the correction
of imbalanced legal relationships, and the filling of legal loopholes. However, with the rise of the digital economy,
the emergence of new types of rights, and the increasing complexity of social relations, the application of the principle
of good faith has shown a significant trend of expansion, continuously breaking through traditional boundaries in
emerging fields such as standard-essential patent licensing, artificial intelligence contracting, labor disputes, and
government information disclosure. This expansion not only demonstrates the strong vitality of the principle but also
raises concerns regarding the risk of its abuse, uncertainty in judicial adjudication, and the dilemmas in applying
traditional theories. This paper systematically reviews the justice function of the principle of good faith, analyzes its
practical manifestations in both traditional and emerging fields, and deeply explores the motivations, challenges, and
normative pathways of its expansion. The research shows that the justice function of the principle of good faith
includes the function of equity, the function of correction, and the function of supplementation. Its expansion is an
inevitable response to social complexity and judicial activism, but it must be regulated through typified application,
strengthened judicial reasoning, and improved coordination mechanisms, so as to achieve the organic unity of
flexibility, certainty, and justice values.

[ Keywords] Principle of good faith; Justice function; Principle expansion; Judicial application; Filling of legal

loopholes
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