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An investigation into the impact of assessment for learning on oral English teaching and learning

Zhongbao Zhao

School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Hunan Institute of Science and Technology, Yueyang, Hunan

[ Abstract] This paper aims to explore the concept of assessment for learning and its application in oral English
teaching and learning. Its impact on oral English teaching and learning is analyzed. The results of both quantitative and
qualitative data analyses indicated that students who took the oral test over a period of time and received feedback regularly
made great progress in their oral English proficiency. The analysis of survey and interview data revealed that the provision
of diagnostic feedback was welcomed by a great majority of students, and they thought that the diagnostic feedback could
reflect the strengths and weaknesses of their oral English ability. The challenges facing the application of assessment for
learning is discussed in the final part of the paper.
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