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The Confucianization characteristics of female guanyin belief in the Song Dynasty
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[ Abstract] After being introduced into China, Guanyin belief, with its inherent cultural inclusiveness, was able to
adapt and integrate with native Confucian and Taoist thoughts, thus taking root and spreading in Chinese society. In the
folk - belief context, Confucianism occupied a dominant position. Freed from the constraints of orthodox Buddhism,
Guanyin belief was continuously transformed and underwent profound Confucianization. This feature is particularly
prominent in female Guanyin belief of the Song Dynasty, manifested in three dimensions: belief concepts conform to
Confucian ethical norms; belief practices further promote Confucian filial piety; and its spiritual core echoes Confucian
ideas of benevolence and compassion. Under the interplay of multiple factors, Guanyin belief absorbed native Confucian
elements and reshaped its cultural form. It formed a distinctive outlook of Guanyin belief characteristic of the Song Dynasty,
and serves as a typical case for the localization evolution of foreign Buddhist beliefs.
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