IARAL R 220 5 2026 £E5 6 55 8 1
Modern Social Science Research https:/ssr.oajrc.org/

W EEE (FERFRITF) « (FLFRFEF) B
MERESHUAIEIZ
4 8
ERHTRFPABTEE Sk

[FE)] A Cdkde (03E) o LY Za5LTF, AL REEELGEE. Bk (iE) AEETAIL
FREEAITR, FERARRMEROEZBE K, BAKBNE EXIRE, HEEIILTEERGEE, L
MBEILTFHEA “BOEHF” 9F %, ALUARBEE L R (FETRTFILT) . (GLFRLFETF) AHEoH
M, BRARFF LRI, 2ER “LFERE” METRXAORESHRE S FayBULITIL, X LKL
BIATFTEELERAEFRERFEERLTFHBCEE, ERFEABLOEN, ALAIIRLRKZRERL, EXF
B HEAM CRSFIB” 9%, FILTREAN “T2NEEAN” « MXALZERKE ZABEH LAILNAH
Fo9M &, ORI AFFF XA RGP A T X BEA AT HRE, CAXBIERS S RIRBUERBEITE,
FALT 69 BUBEE A A BUG EEA . ALt — 35 A M § 69 AL ITIC I8, AT B SR AR O 4 2] 5 B ey d it
A, P LAGERAR SR, URKRLBH “HEREES” HRRH.

[X#iR) B2 H; LT £F; Lele; RE

[EEWE] #3592 F 8 AREF 22 (GRF18600523) : #h R E#H “ILF HFAMNE” REFHF L

[YisHERY 2026 57 A 5 A [EFIEHHEIY 2026 58 A 3 8 [DOI] 10.12208/j.551.20260253

The narrative functions and political memory in the Chu bamboo slips Jigengzi Questions Confucius and

Confucius Meets Ji Huanzi

Shuguang Chen
Department of Chinese Linguistics, The Education University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

[ Abstract] The transmitted classics such as the Analects and the Rites often portray Confucius in a predominantly
moral and pedagogical capacity. Even where the Analects recorded Jikangzi’ s question to Confucius about governance,
the account is usually framed primarily to express Confucianism’s central political ideas. By contrast, in excavated
manuscripts from the Warring States period, the editors use the Q&A between Confucius and the Ji’s family to construct
an image of Confucius as a “political consultant.” Drawing on narrative and cultural memory theories, this paper put fucus
on the Jigengzi Questions Confucius ( (Z=EPEF WTfLF) ) and Confucius Meets Ji Huanzi ( {fL-F HLZFEHET) ) from
the Shanghai Museum Chu Bamboo Slips. It analyzes the narrative functions of the Chu slips’ “Confucius and minister”
mode of questioning and the political memory embedded. These texts record political dialogues between Confucius and
the Ji’s family; their narrative structures are relatively stable. This paper argues that, during the Warring States period, the
Confucian school positioned Confucius as an “important political figure” by constructing the minister humble inquiry to
Confucius. Within these texts, the Ji ministers are shaped into figures resembling Confucian disciples, characterized by
virtues such as humbleness and a love of learning. The stable Q&A format performed a clear mnemonic function; it
provided a model for Ru scholars’ engagement in real politics and converts Confucius’s authority into political discourse
power. The paper further applies Assmann’ s cultural memory theory to examine the transformation process from oral to
written form. It analyzes the texts’ functions in generating collective identity, and to explain why certain images were
selectively “forgotten” after the Han dynasty.

[ Keywords] Excavated Chu bamboo slips; Confucius; Disciples; Cultural memory; Narrative
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