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Image of “China” in ASEAN media: A study based on grounded theory

Shujing Li, Yawen Hu
School of Languages and Communication Studies, Chongqing University of Technology, Chongqing

[ Abstract] Since the beginning of this century, research on China’s national image has entered a systematic and in-
depth stage. However, given that related studies have primarily focused on media discourse of Western countries’, studies
specifically addressing ASEAN or Southeast Asian nations remain relatively scarce. This paper analyzes 60 China-related
reports from ASEAN media outlets and constructs a national image analysis model based on Grounded Theory. The study
finds that ASEAN media construct the “China” narrative along five storylines: Externally Assigned Image, Contrasting Image,
Subject Image, Relational Image, and Self-Projected Image. These are evaluated across two dimensions: Polarity and
Contentiousness. Regarding Polarity, the Externally Assigned Image and Self-Projected Image exhibit higher levels of
positivity than the Contrasting, Subject, and Relational Images. Regarding Contentiousness, the Externally Assigned Image
shows the lowest level, while the Self-Projected Image is the most contentious. The Contrasting, Subject, and Relational
Images fall between these two extremes, with their contentiousness increasing sequentially. The analysis reveals that China’s
Externally Assigned Image is the most positive and least contentious. While the Self-Projected Image is highly positive, it is
also the most contentious. The Contrasting, Subject, and Relational Images exhibit a mix of positive and negative elements in

terms of Polarity, with the Relational Image and some aspects of the Subject Image showing room for improvement.
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e & (S BRI AR, A IR B K A0
FIL AT N LA UCRE (225, 2011) o At
DA, FRIE B 5+ 2 % 5 9 338 AR AR 6 B 58 R4
HTIRZ %57, Lttt SR~ E M 8 9 0, ks
SXoF M ST I R R [ XA X [ T FA SR Bl . 2008 4F
Bz KOs FE v R I “ AT R % 5%
SR, 38 T [ A 52 IR T o 52 Ak 1) 6 T S 99
ASRNFRATHT B (A28 E7 . L, 2011) o s2mFE &R
WRBUAE &I IWEEZANTTI, BIBCAE AT
Mt Horb, RAAE AR NI A7 BRME R
3 TR, JCREEH Ap i T BB A . A TEE AL
S, TR 2 A A R IR B B IR A AE K R
EPREE (PR A B, 2016) .

ALt Lk, WEBZKE SRR CHANRS.
NIRRT B o SR, WY 908 BT ORI 1) 22 S e 7 A
SRR R W UK B I L K o R R T AT b LR
FEEIIEATT (BRAERT, 2019) « KB ER SHEZH
i, IR LW SCAEE 22 I AR B AR B S W R
(X T =1, 2018) o [, {EABIMATHEHF K
MR AT DR RS, EEPRF S PEER H i
PETE . AR R A (1 AR AN e R 5 AR R I 57
A FAAE, 0 8 1 [ s 7 2 R 5 26 H o 3L 1Y)
E R ). B R T “—ir—i%” FLEMEN B E A
PRI AWTHEE, R 2R B KA R T S 2O
AP ) (RBRSESE, 2018) o PRk, ASCET
AR, @ by 25 R I K AR, DRI L
gt ER S, DHPAREE R A 8BRS %,
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TEGR5F7 R A5 Ak RATE RBUATE A7 = AN HEBE R
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R T A RS A R 0) TR SREAT A B 5 e SR A
HL, W1 Holsti (1962) 434 1A kw38 F = 2Ltk 5k

-15-

FE S F AL R A S HE0E ke
P EERR. 20 D 60 FARLUG, KRBT
JIRIG, 1 ZOE 5 KA % RIT 9645 20T i
D VE (BED, 2018) o Rt 1 4h i il Sk if
FOUEI T BARRAE 5 A AT A CRIE Z0O Frids i
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H 5 2 1) R 2 [ 500 it 78— > 2 ik
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AR T ] AR SCHURA SR A Ak DA Fof 7 Q2 A 1 [
FILG, MASE S BESE AR T S AL R RIS . A&
(2009) & Hi @) B SRR R SC A AL 8, 3G« A
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MERE S . IV KFIBRIEE (20160 BL (N H R
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A, JE By L R S R 2 L AR B A, BT B K
G T35 (2016) AT E MM A A EEEHREH
2K % R I8 1 AR AR [ B 35 B R B S 7R 1 v [ s
M. HE/NFE (20185 2019) MECRHSF [E SR R
CHINET B DOE RS g E R R
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DL AR ) “SARte” KUBSHRIE A5, 4 8ot s
SR R [ R B R . E IR (20100 2
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H IR S s AL 3% o SR, H A P 23 R 1)
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3.1 HFR Tk

FURRHE R K IET 20 4 60 X (Glasser & Strauss,
1967) , BRI LARF2E 775 “ NG SG TORE b A2 B 7
(FEFIH, 2015: i)  BAEH TERHES MM, 77
LUK TIOW (R 38 T 5 B i SURIB 5 5 IR AL 2 1 oA
PR, BhnamtitRafmilg (E%%, 2004) . K
I, ARSCRAFUAREIR 515, 5 2 AR B B X i
PP S5 I SCAR AT B D gmh,  HAR IS Horh prRkiE
(95 R A4 G HH AH QRS RV, 38 T 40 AT 3 e
BRI P EER . FEPDEA SR ICEE VIR
TS B PES S (Corbin & Strauss,  2008)
PG, AT T B AR CEE 1B RS AT, A
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HEUEN B ERRDE A
[Est % bl aamn | name | 2aes | @i es |
2
i *Mw i
s L [saam][Ezes
A5 MENB

B #sRiEE

32 Bk E

AR ST SRR TR B R N B Binas i
TEURETHR ) « HoRVGE R « EPEJEVEIE CHEMA
MR Y « SR ZE (EfRATR) « FEERE (SRR AR

-16 -

7R W E R E BRI SCARBERE, O, B DL B4R
B, LA “China” JR & &R AT EER AR HESUA
SRG, MR B F 5 S g 2 5 vp L STk 7 P E AR AR
CHEZ G R E BRI E SO
EEY 2022 4 3 A& 2022 4 11 AR 10 mHEAENE
BT, ASHEF R 2022 4F 3 H-11 H R BB AR
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L TR
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TR E g AL AR, AT 55 R WAL a1 a2 XE 7RI TR BREZ IR P AN VE A [ B A 250 o [ 2
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MINIEZ SR, AFRAMHARBEER PR EE 6, REFRAES T E TR, X PG4 B i —
B, BEOPAGE S DEJEBEN (MR 2) o W “LirR DHRAAGy “MREER” 1Eiuk.

T2 WMRRBHITEHE LS

LG WG JE 8 R
, Excluding imported infections, China reported 25,129 new local cases, of which 2,276
E§ 1] 45
F1 FIL o R were symptomatic and 22,853 were asymptomatic, up from 23,132 a day earlier.
A e F12 [ 4T 2 s S L As lockdowns, mass Covid-19 testing and border controls disrupted life following

sporadic outbreaks nationwide, ...
As the world economy loses momentum, the environment for trade was getting
2 F21 1 [E 57 5 3 5 4 increasingly complex for China, commerce ministry spokesperson Shu Jueting told a
5 53 Rt regular news confe.:re.:nce. ) ) .
F22 2 FR ] o 5 T e % ES companies Nvidia Corp Vand Ad_vance(_l Mlcr_o Dev1ce§ Inc both said last month they
ad been told to stop exporting their top-tier chips to China.
On Monday, Biden and Xi met for three hours at a Group of 20 summit in Bali, the first

F3 F31 fft f i K4t ik in-person talks between the leaders of the world’s two largest economies since they each
T became president.
o F32 TR K5k The two countries-Asia’s two largest economies-marked 50 years of diplomatic ties this
=T September with little fanfare, amid their fraught ties as tensions rise and trust wanes.
Fa1 265 R0 E FRT ... Liu Chlep-Lung said a lot of countries were affected by the .US-Chlng tension and
F4 were exploring other markets to reduce reliance on the two major countries.
[ frszn _ vy WRNION i i ing i i i i
3= 21PN F42 EFRIAASSE S Gatiid) Xi has stolen the spotlight at the G20 meeting in Bali, Indonesia, on only his second

overseas trip since the pandemic.
China remains Australia's largest trading partner, but relations atrophied over disputes

F5 F51 Hif ok Rl about Chinese influence and behaviour in the Asia-Pacific region-and all but collapsed
S A1 B after Canberra called for an investigation....
) - F52 mh2 ok ik R — 3T But the firm said in a statement it had failed to reach an agreement with Chinese

publisher Netease over an extension to their 14-year licensing agreement.
On the economic front, since 2020, for the first time, ASEAN and China have become
F61 - BN i KR Skt each other's largest trading partners, in which US$516.9 billion of total merchandise trade
was concluded (ASEAN, 2021) .
F6 “China and Cambodia are comprehensive strategic cooperative partners. Our
SR B F62 HHo G AEIK PR R cooperation in various sectors is open, transparent, legitimate and justified” , said
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning at a Monday press conference.
Xi and Widodo agreed to take the 10th anniversary of the two countries' comprehensive
g ry P!
F63 HEEBE SRR G R strategic partnership next year as an opportunity to forge a new paradigm of high-level
cooperation, according to Xinhua.
There could be an opportunity for China and the United States to conduct high-level
7 F71 A ED S E SIS R (55 military talks during the upcoming ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting-Plus, with China
Tk signaling an open and positive attitude toward the subject, experts said.
- F72 2R B R VR R A ik The two heads of state had a candid and in-depth exchange of views on strategic issues in
’ Gl China-US relations and major global and regional issues.
- FS1 b 50 4 X 46 b i A Z(ilslgulz(si said earlier that Beijing was willing to act as a mediator to resolve regional
Tk R B RIA F82 H [ B A 3 X 50 4 v R 44 P Chinese forjc1gn minister Wang Yi has crlsscross.c?d th.e Sou.th Pacific for more than a
week, pressing the case for a greater role by Beijing in regional security.

NN . The two sides have completed. .., showing their desire to soon reach a practical, effective
% aye] > s
9 FOL HOthS3 AR COC... for the peaceful settlement of disputes in the East Sea, the spokeswoman added.
SR SRR “They should work together to reject unilateralism and acts of bullying, defend fairness
mnEE F92 W E IR ERIE I GIERE  and justice, and safeguard peace and stability in the region,” it added, while China
continues to build infrastructure on the artificial islands it created on the disputed waters.
The step is conducive to opening up with win-win outcomes, building an open global
F101 fFEH A KL E XK economy, and helping least-developed countries to accelerate their development, the
commission said.
F10 [ priz B e Chinese investment in Cambodia increased significantly in 2021 despite the negative
FE pe
F102 LB AR effect of the COVID-19 pandemic.
F103 1 [E S0 15 22 e 5 Prgmler Li affirmed that Cl_nna b_acks Vletn_am s efforts to build an independent, self-
reliant economy that effectively integrates into the world.
FL11 BUGFS 1 o China’s latest efforts to sppport the economy are l{fting the gloqm around commodities
markets although a sustained recovery in demand is probably still months away.
F11 fll¥& 50 "Overall, the government measures should help mitigate both solvency and liquidity risks

F112 F EBUFHIEE B = R igiass  for developers immediately but it will still take time to reverse the property sector
downtrend and the development of property market is far from certain."
— = ...customs agencies of the two countries have detected and handled 189 cases of
F12 i et FI21 Tl i AL smuggling goods worth over 5.1 trillion VND (204 million USD) .

-17 -



» LT AR E B T E D R ——R T LR B IR R L 7T

Zo

A statement from the State Administration for Market Regulation, ... quoted Sichuan
SR fficial Yang Xingping as saying the government has prioritised cracking down on
] 5 K o g Xingping as saying the government has prioritise g
F122 FIREURHT S BTN infringement, and was "forcefully rectifying illegal and chaotic phenomena through an
iron fist".
US climate envoy John Kerry urged Pacific island states on Thursday to join global
F131 v [ 3= 2 H el efforts to cut methane emissions in hopes it would sway major emitters China and India
. to follow suit.
$5)
F13 5t 0k Speaking at the UN's COP27 summit in Egypt, Kerry said 20 countries have yet to count
F132 A [ AR A v b F e methane as part of their pledges to cut emissions in global efforts to limit warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius. "In those 20 states are China and India...
. PN China's Lin Gaoyuan and Chen Xingtong were both eliminated in the first round of the
5] 3
Fl4 6 f 3% F141 RGO 3k hilik 2022 Table Tennis Asian Cup, which kicked off here on Thursday.

R3 MR ETTH

LR R S P i
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SRRSO R RIAATG T E R i D £ PR 2 AR A B e A5 L S R 2 1) A R
7 Pets IR TN TR A5 o 1 A 2 0 R T T2 SR O F 31
BB 55 R 5 5% TRIHE A 2 vh 3 51 55 B . e S S TR o [ 52 5 T A
EBREDY R B AT S R . RS E R AR, EIGIT SR . FA R.
LA S G e TR A AT 9 PR PR M 1% R B Y 20 R 38
Vi R VA R R O AT N AR A SRR, 3T BRI AT o, IR . A,
FRH R B AR 35 o 73R 3 RHE A B AR LB 255 )7 T 22
REEE  RE T EETEE AT R R, BRI TR IR SRR, DURE R L4
75 MUEHEXARE R SRR 1 36 o L5 — B R [ 52 ) o 35 4 RS ST S0 B 7K .
RETR £ x5 7 BrEPERT b A e EIFE S AR5 5 [ B Mo o G SR M AT 4 M o
R

ZRE
AL AN
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R
2 FEERGEFE “HE" BRIER

3.5 @AFRmA FAFIER, ARG SRR P2 2 5 B L B
WP B AT B BR BT B H R IZIE HEHIE.
BRI R 2R, AR A O, 72 JEEERE b % PR 4 REERFEEPH “HE" BRIERFER
AR, AW FE LA AR [T SO0 RO i, B SR A% 00 R E G R R EREAT LA E R,
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TR FEARMEAERE b, IR RO T B2 AR
Wi, AR RATER . FHRTEZRHAKRTE RN S
WIEGSMA 2 o Horr, 308 RN 23R E X b #ATTE
REBI FETTH

4.1 HRAS £

IR T R B HAR E KR T, C4 52 2 EBRIAAT,
I HARF WL R NAR B ERE , X E
FELG D\ SN C 28 A B B pk 20 B AW, FE
AN AR R DB e el . TEAE
G 5 [ Brsg e ok E AT . B A, AR AR
ENATMAEPE, U ERCOy R KE
Grik” “HFEE 2Rk R KA TR —
& fERIR T L, REGAEAEER A LS H,
WAE TR B, “F—, FEMT Cathid)
FE L B 2547 1) 20 AR Hg 2 BakAT T =N/ 2
WG, XS LA R KA RS N & H T a5
DAK B AT R TR 23R . 7 IX PRk 77 AR 1
AR R A o [ 22 5% R T RN AT . X 5 DUERTE A
RO —E (n®2E, 2019) o Hk, REEENZA A
o ) E bRz ma 7. filhn, RS E, ERRR
SRoe [ FRTiT i o 78 Pras i, Hh [ 4T A 52 2
PRFRIRE ) SGTE o FESHHE A5 R AR [ bR 23 U S RE N
AR BRI D9 [ s A4 R ) SV o L N, (5 B L
ARY FR“2 Cafiid) fEEJE G20 W b i T &
AT o XL AR T R 20k o [ 48 G Rt A
BRECHR JRNRT, SO T [ A 2R SR A o ) — o
MR T WY R o 5 5 SO it s 45 10 A
WP, fE 5 FhEamieh, ARGOE R I H s ORI
HETES, I g

42 BATH %

S T R 105 itk o [E BT a2 S 51 5, B AL
A 77 T PR BE T AT FE H T R o AR B A4 1 3 iR 46
HRERE , RATTE R 2l AFIAERIL, 2ok
HER B W PR 5 R B A . M
HIHT s (COVID-19) K &I J LA 2R LA IR B
FRE o BEIE TR IR B, LA BUR T 2 155
% SREMEG A5, RISE AR AL T 1% U 31, AH SRR IE I A e
2 NF TR . b, E AL 528 51 5 A8,
JEH AR B RE R 577, W CREINIA fRHR ) HiE 5%
PR A ey o H R Sl i& B % (Chip industry grapples
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with new US curbs on China sales, 2022) , [FFf4fH
HE KIS B LR WA A — B LA
TBCA B A IA],  H o i b TR Gl R A 4
I E V. [FIR, RS S TR R, AR AR
T, BRI S AR T A . B RS I T
TSURT ARG I o 435 Tt AR 30 3 v [ 5% 71 2o AN s T )
WSy HILR, TN h AW BT B 87 SUR & T
ZWELR . R, RSTERSMBTERALL, LS4 L
FHATEE o FURFE, B S0 R A 2 B S22
s EARFTAE IR S KRR, 5 AL A TR
FB R WAL, SASTERIEA N KB TR
.

43 EHRF %

o E R R B EA T RO — REERES, Rd
RV 94T 9 AR AE [ e Bl o R B e 12 A e
PREL ORI DR SR SE D7 T SL 0t 1 BARBIAT R
FFp R SEANRIL, B s AR R . Horp, E bR
SR B ARGz B AN 7 T ROE 2 BRI 5, R
w7 LB E 2, SRRV 52590 H E Brdk Bhxs
L EYNPSHE N O N NS L e & S i =7
Tt Vit 2 AP 2 SVt A e, R S e 2 v R ) 4
BB TR o o B S 22 5 DR A AR 2 245 5t g v [
L TR A BN A THE BE LR SRTAETE 2 i
RS AR LN S TP = SR AV ESRIER %
A Z o AHH AR5 T L 51 AR SR 5 e 3R
ANPEIEA BRI SCHRIE T, CHTiE RN R ) 51 T 78
T3 BRI LAk < AR 2R “ Biden
has repeatedly taken China to task for human rights

abuses...” (Biden, Xiseek to 'manage our differences'
inmeeting, 2022) , JFHXHAEMHERERS, K

BN — M. HIRRRL, SRR T,
Ui ) 51 F 36 B AR R 295 5 B (John Kerry)
ik, BEAa T E AR R ROCE . A E R E S E
FIWRZ G R ERRR (D, 38, 2022) .
o BT E bR A R R, £ BB BRI
HBREIAH BT R o a8 I HEA ST, AR A E o
YRR, 4o 1 Bk T LEFRR A, TTH AR R
o SRR, T ] AR TR G52 AR R A P SR )RR A
SO, fH R R EE DL [ R SERRAT B A dk
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RKAGEREOITEEAEVENS SR RS IS SRR R EFERN, BT AR RGN R R W EAE AT, B
PIATJTTH . EARERAN R R RER AR S P E  HP .

(B EZ), a0 GHrifgin ) #2807t ST rhE S 5 PEREBEBIRT

BN VRIS YN il A 4 SR (RISE S BEE P9 2% AR R, G e FLEC I B A4 11 5
Z K8 (Chinese, Indonesian presidents pledge joint Mo 7 H 2 38 5, B A4 A 0 R A A 1 46 1) 1) A o
efforts to build community with shared future, 2022) , AT IR R, AR T AREEAT I B AL AL 4T,

(rRbRET ) RS 1EMk < R (China’s Foreign M ELEE b R ECH Ath [ 58 32 I 05 4R 1087 1) 41 08 A F
Ministry says assisting Cambodia to upgrade naval base FEMES . RN, 5 BRI K AT B SRR E KT S
normal, not targeting any third party, 2022) %, XU A I EORHIAL S A E NN, BEARXL S
PEXF AP R 2 R I [ 5 38 B AR EROAE K AR PR MG R T P (BRIERE, 2018) , ARGt BEAAN)
Z A “RE5ag”  Hoh, mERRZRERE RS, MW RPERER . R, LGsE, JCHAENEE
N GRrifpie sy 0 #4251 G ks E NN “hERR A VB T2 IRURT A, ERUEIE R AE ) E R H
m E PR, 7 (US-China rift spells opportunity for BARTCE LI IL S CRERR T XIBRIY, 2017) o 5K
Taiwanese tech firms to explore Malaysia, 2022) , (/& WERF R, BRSO AR KRR b iRk %
FRIF AR aE d S& Al R IL A EPMY (Gaming giant B GBS, 2011) o 5KEE (2022) W2, FRE
Blizzard says it will suspend most China services, 2022 ). W5 BB E 208 REM TR DIREE R AE, B
HAEMEXT A R A T R LB AR R BT 5, %t FRET FRAEE M RESTRA A I E A
IR X6 A1 58 R ECATH AR - (HL RIS, 2R B A AA ) 4 7 =X BEARYE, S5 W EAT S A AR VR PR A AN AR . AT AL,
BEA 1N H ekl , NAERIE & 1F 2 B TR B TR AR [ 5 R s bR AR R,
AE R 5 1 AT N B B ARG TR, Ho A BN A R R TIMS T OC R o I, 78 ST AR R e
ABE R I, AL R AT R EATE R, RN, RIEARBESEATRETE R R AAE
SR I AR E KB X ZE R, o8 RIE R B G BER o ART T ) AR B R B AL AR R AR S AN R, A A
LN ol (BEARE. A1E 2022) .

45 akRM % BT ARBREA TR IR T, REERA
H 2TV G 2R W 0l 1o % 51 v 6] 5T A 8 4 1) IR F EREPF UM R SRR T, &

HERERMEWP—RINER. TEBEEEREX T e L 2] o 2 i) g K I 454 52 vy ) A IR B — A
RIERHEEGHy, KRB NE L/ =T — BRI, AR T A B A B PR, ARG
sl K EERA “XREXTANSER” 1 E K RIEAN RETEGAEREIIN ATTE RI E 2w K 2= o Ak
HI R, a0 Ry fiiE A B A 38 ZE S R I8 P oG 0 B bR 3A T, o i =SS J kAT 5 2.
RS 57 (China ‘open’ to potential military talks HH, RATEREA — & P, IR EE R 3 R AR
with US in Cambodia, 2022) ;5 —&X} “HIEMHERFFE b, FHRLTE R BRBE 2 Il T BRI R FEET
R MEZRREGERE, WG BRAH) &5 HE WELEE N IS T SEPRAT TR L, M EF
AU NHIE T, FURHEEXTT “IRESE . Yy A G N o B rp Ry ) B IR B ORI 2R A 1)
Hu X A1 5%8 %€ (US blocks solar shipments from RIEEAE . R IRE VRGO A S S
China over 'slave labor' concerns, 2022) ; — &l X% WS4 N8 H B Rt (HA2 7 5 &k B 534 =
R, hEZRRE M ERTTER, an CHEn& PR HIZN 98 “ A [ AAL” A “IRBE 5 gL SEiE R,
MBHR ) R IE “Jb B R A A A kb X 5 v ) R i N R 2 5 98 3 IR AY, T [ R G ) RIS  “ ZIAREN &7

(China wants bigger role in Horn of Africa security: WAL R BUR L TFA R B, 26T EAR 5 1 s =
envoy, 2022) o HFRIEGA I HE T AR bR IE 51 EWr AR SRS, R EKEAE SRR DA
FEM, W (AR R s R EEERE KX TT HARWIS (HMERA—E g , HERMEKEF R
TR R FRIE (China ‘open’ to potential military talks (5] A e B H A 7 X 8 T T T A 4% 0 A AR
with US in Cambodia, 2022) , 5 Z 25T 9 E41F ST, ART AR ETE S .. KREZME X
NEEAR R BRER, Kk, BRBERPRARERE . BRGNS R I7TH, HARE I R 2 AR
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FHAT T RAM BRI, 93P F450:
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W,
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EPSPINIZE T IV SERIIETEE
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P, (H 53 400U FE P8 R AROE R RN TR AR X
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