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A study on college students' online peer interactive English learning based on Sociocultural Theory

Ruikuo Gao
School of Foreign Studies, West Anhui University, Lu’an, Anhui

[ Abstract] Sociocultural theory posits that learning is a product of social interaction and cultural mediation.
Learners achieve cognitive and competence development based on their Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) through
collaboration, scaffolding, regulation, and internalization. Grounded in sociocultural theory, this study conducted an online
questionnaire survey on the English learning experiences of 1,618 college students from more than 10 universities in East
China regarding online peer interaction. The findings reveal that the vast majority of respondents recognize the importance
of online peer interaction, yet significant disparities emerge across specific implementation dimensions: online interaction
exhibits prominent advantages in flexibility, diversity of feedback, and resource accessibility, but lacks face-to-face
communication. Al-powered interaction, on the other hand, shows shortcomings in discussion depth and emotional warmth.
Atthe level of influencing factors, first, individual agency and engagement are insufficient; second, there is a strong demand
for high-quality resources and teachers’ timely feedback. Furthermore, the paper proposes measures such as enhancing
awareness and initiative in online peer interaction, reconstructing a new paradigm of "human-Al co-cultivation", building
an interactive resource ecosystem, and establishing a multi-dimensional incentive mechanism to improve the effectiveness
of online peer interactive English learning.
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