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Master Taixu and modern education in Wuhan for female Buddhists

Shuhan Shen, Xian Ming
Wuchang Buddhist Academy, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] In 1924, the Women’s Division of Wuchang Buddhist Academy was established, becoming China’s first
modern academy of higher Buddhist education for female Buddhists. Subsequently, under the further guidance of Master
Taixu, the Bodhi Vihara, the Women’s Department of the Research Society of the Buddhist Right Faith Society, the Eight
Reverences Academy, and the Qiyin Bhiksuni Academy were successively founded. Together, these institutions formed a
modern Buddhist education system for female Buddhists characterized by a complete academic structure, simultaneous
training for both monastics and laypeople, a rich and diverse curriculum, and an emphasis on both doctrinal study and
practical cultivation. The operation of these institutions not only prioritized the teaching of Buddhist Dharma and the
observance of precepts, but also gave due attention to cultivating secular learning and dharma-propagating capabilities.
While steadfastly upholding Buddhist traditions such as the “Eight Reverences” (Asta-gurudharmah), they faithfully
implemented Master Taixu’s educational ideas, manifesting a spirit of innovation while remaining grounded in tradition.
The rise of modern Buddhist education for female Buddhists in Wuhan not only served as a model for the establishment of
women’s Buddhist academies across the country, cultivating a group of outstanding bhiksunis for the era, but also greatly
advanced the modernization of Buddhist education for female Buddhists in China.

[ Keywords] Taixu; Wuchang Buddhist Academy; Bodhi Vihara; Eight Reverences Academy; Qiyin Bhiksuni
Academy; Buddhist Right Faith Society; Buddhist education for female Buddhists
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