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The connotations of the moon image in Luo Binwang’s travel poems

Chenxi Wang
School of Liberal Arts, Qinghai Normal University, Xining, Qinghai

[ Abstract] As a poet of the early Tang Dynasty who experienced frontier life firsthand, Luo Binwang composed
numerous travel poems from a unique perspective, depicting the natural landscapes and regional cultures of borderlands.
He was adept at incorporating the moon into his verses to express his inner feelings, rendering the moon a prominent image
in his travel poetry. The moon image manifests itself in two fundamental forms in his works: the natural moon, which
highlights the natural phenology of frontier regions; and the moon of the inner mind, through which the poet articulates his
political aspirations and emotional experiences, embodying his longing for hometown, lofty ideals and pent-up grief. The
rising, hanging and setting of the moon form a timeline that runs through the narrative of his poems and intensifies their
lyrical quality. These distinctive travel poems exerted a profound influence on subsequent works of the same genre in the
Tang Dynasty. A comprehensive review of existing research reveals that abundant academic achievements concerning Luo
Binwang’s poetry have been accumulated. Nevertheless, few studies specifically focus on his travel poems, and research
centering on the moon image within his travel verses is particularly scarce.
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