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A study on central Asian media reports on “Xinjiang cotton” from the perspective of the attitude system
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[ Abstract] Against the backdrop of China’s growing global influence, Xinjiang-related issues have become a key

focus of international public opinion. “The Xinjiang cotton incident” stands as a typical case of international media

discourse construction in recent years. Taking reports on “the Xinjiang cotton issue” published by mainstream media in the

five Central Asian countries from 2016 to 2026 as the research corpus, this paper conducts an analysis based on the attitude

system of the Appraisal Theory, focusing on exploring the distribution characteristics and formation mechanisms of

affective, judgmental and appreciative resources in relevant media texts. The research results indicate that Central Asian

media reports dominantly adopt judgment and appreciation resources with restrained emotional expressions, showing an

obvious unbalanced distribution of attitude resources. This phenomenon is closely associated with the geopolitical

conditions, economic and trade ties, and regional cognitive context of each country. This study provides empirical

references for interpreting the discourse construction logic of Central Asian media on China-related topics.
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